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gested, T do not desire it either. How-
ever, I do mnot think there will be much of
inportance hefore the date mentioned in my
motion; and thereforec it might be better to
adjourn to that date. Hon. members have
asked me to adjourn for a fortnight, after
which they say they are prepared fo come
here for as long as [ want them,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 8.44 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 pan,,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—-WATER AND FIREWOOD
PRICES, EASTERN GOLDFIELDS.

Hon. P. COLLIER nasked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Can he inforin the House of the
quantity of firewood supplied to the Kal-
goorlic and Boulder mines by the Lakeside
Firewood Company and by the W.A. (Eur-
rawang) Wood Company for the year ended
June last? 2, Is he aware that the W.A,
Company have purchased the buginess of the
Lakeside Company, and that in conscquence
the supply of wood to the mines in this district
has now assumed the form of a monopoly? 3,
Is he further aware that the monopoly com-
piny have given notice of intention to incrcase
the price of firewood to the mines by one shil-
ling per ton? 4, In view of the probability of
a considerable proportion of the proposed
£40,000 per annum concession in reduced
water charges being abserbed by increased
fuel charges, will he defer final action in the
maiter until satisfied that the full benefit will,
as intended, be received hy the mining in-
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dustry, and not hy the profit and loss ae-
count of the fireweod company?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
126,908, including supplies in small guantitics
to other eonsumers. 2, 3, I have no official
knowledge on the subjeet, but have heard that
such is the ease. 4, 1 am unable to sce any
wurrant for withhelding this very necessary
meed of assistance, but can assure the hon,
member that the industry itself must receive
the henefits te be derived.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Mullany, leave of ub-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr, Money
(Bunbury) on the ground of urgent private
business.

BILL—REGISTRATION Ol
ACT AMENDMEXT,

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam) |[4.38] in moving the sevond read-
ing said: Under our land laws a title miny
be either under the Transter of Land Act or
under the Urdinance No. 14 of 1856, In the
cuse of a transfer or mortgage under the
Transfer of Land Act, as hon. members uro
aware, one goes hefore a justice of the peace,
or some other gutherised person, and signs
the transfer or mortgage or other instrument,
which i3 thereupon deposited in the office of
the Registrar of Decds in Perth. The busi-
ness is done in that way. Under the old Or-
dinance, however, one has to appear before
the Registrar of Deeds in Perth in order to
sign a document, The document ean, of course,
be signed by a solicitor before the Registrar
of Deeds, but it must be a selicitor living in
Perth, because he must go hefore the Regis-
trar to sign. There does not secem to be any
reason at all why these documents under the
Ordinance should not he signed before a per-
son competent to witness the execution of
documents under the Transfer of Land Act.
It is not comvenient for persons residing in
the country to appear before the Registrar of
Deeds in Perth, and it is expensive for them
to pay someone to appear before the Regis-
trar. The present Bill proposes to extend the
conditions of the Transfer of Land Aet in this
connection to tities under the old conveyane-
ing law, The objeet is to save people living
out of Perth unneecssary trouble and ex-
pense. In the 0ld Country there is very little
registration of dceds. Tn Yorkshire and Mid-
dlgsex, T understand, deeds are registered a9
they are in this Stftt.e but for the rest of
England one i3 entntled only to such land as
is represented by the deeds in one’s posses-
sion, IMere we insist upon registration of all
deeds, whether under the Transfer of Land
Act or under the old conveyancing law. 1
move—

That the Bill be now read o sccond time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

DEEDS
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In Committge.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

BILL—ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER
AGREEMENT ACT AMEXNDMENXNT,

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hoa. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [4.44] in moving the
recond reading satd: This is a short measure
intended to ratify an agreement made be-
tween the Commissioner of Railways and the
Perth City Council. The necessity for the
Bill has arisen in the following manner: Un-
der the old Eleetrie Light and Power Agree-
ment Aet of 1913 the Perth City Council are
vested with the right to distribute retail cur-
rent i¢ any local authority whose boundarics
are  wholly or partly within a five
mile radius of the Perth town hall
But they can only supply with current in
Imlk any local authority whose boundaries are
partly outside the 5-mile radius, thus reserv-
ing fo the local authority the right to retail
outside that radius the current supplied by
the city council. Apparently by an error, the
city couneil supplied direct to consumers out-
side the 3-mile radius but within the Queen’s
stk Road Board territory corrent retail,
which to an extent was a breach of the Aet,
and was alse taking from the Commissioner
of Railways the right which he had. On the
other hand, the city counecil were entiiled to
supply direct to consumers in that portion
of the area within the 5-mile radius. The
same thing applied to the Belmont Road
Roard district, and so it was held desirable
that somie arrangement be made whereby the
city couneil could supply the whole of the
Belmont distriet; where they have their net-
work of wires, although part of it is outside
the 3-mile radius, and that the Commissioner
of Railways shonld supply the whole of the
Queen’'s Park area, where he has his
wires, including also that part within the
5-mile radivs. Eventually an agreement was
arrived at, anl on the basis of that agree-
ment the Bill has been drawn. Tt merely
ratifies the agreement. Tt is exelnsively in
the interesta of the consumers that this ar-
rangement should be ratified. The same thing
applies to the supply of current by the city
canneil to the wireless station at Applecross,
which was outside the 5-mile radius, but
when attention was drawn to it a transfer
wng made to the Melville Road Board., A
similar situation arose in respect of the
pumping station along the Fremantle main.
There the transfer was made to the Fremantle
Tramway and Lighting Board when attention
wns drawn to the position.

MMon. W. C. Angwin: A portion of the
wireless station is in the Fremantle area.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Not within
the 3-mile radins. At all events, the Bill has
no bearing on that. T move—

That the Bi'l be now read a sccond time.

(17]

437

On motion by Hon, W. C. Angwin, debate
adjourned.

RILL—PINJARRA-DWARDA RAILWAY
EXTENSION ACT AMENDMEXNT.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [4.47]
in moving the said reading said: The Bill
amends the propoesals made in 1914 for the
laying down of the Pinjarra-Dwarda railway.
For various rcasons the eonstruction of the
line has been delayed. The work was tem-
porarily put aside because it was found there
was a large area of land, portions of which
have been recontly settled by returned =old-
iers and others, whieh would be better served
it the line could be taken somewhat north-
wards. An exhaustive czamination of the
district was made, and ultimately it was
found that it would bhe better to take the
Jine on a deviation which the Bill asks the
House to authorise. It will bhenefit quite a
number of setilers whom the limit of devia-
tion provided in the original Aet would not
allow us to serve. We ask authority to ex-
tend it to the limits set forth in the Bill and
shown on the plan which I now lay on the
Tahble, The effeet will be that after
leaving Dwarda the line will gradually devi-
ate four or five miles beyond the original
survey, and then will begin to return to the
original route at about 16 miles from Dwarda.
This will entail a little extra length of line,
but no dobut the deviation will, T am sure,
serve quite a number of scttlers whom the
House desires to help.

Hen. T. Walker: Is the deviation within
the limits of the original Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, the
original Act pives a duvialion of about a
eouple of miles, whereas we now want to ex-
tend it to five miles, so as to take the line
into the north-west corner and there pick up
a number of settlers, Tf this be earried out,
the line will serve considerably more people.

Capt. Carter: Heow far is the line from
the Noombling estate?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The liniit
of deviation js five miles, That will enable
us to get our line within reach of the Noom-
bling estate and the soldiers setiled in that
district. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [4.53]: I
shounld like a little more information than the
Minister has given us as to the deviation and
the effect it will have on the settlers at
Noombling. ‘When in that distriet recently,
[ met all the settlers for many miles around.
With them it was a burning question .as to
whether the line would be so carried as to
serve the settlers struggling to make their
way. Those I met were principally from the
Noombling estate, They were anxious that
the line should be taken within easy reach
of them, The Mipister has not told us
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whether the dJeviation will bring the line
within 10 miles or two miles of the estate.
Tt is necessary that the line should afford
those settlers tho greatest possible conveni-
cnce,

The Minister for Works: I thought I told
you all about it.

Capt, CARTER: Well, T did not under-
stand the Minister when he answered my
interjection.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the Minister replies
now to the hon. member’s question, it will
close the debate; so if any other member
desires to speak, he must speak now.

Mr, Wilson: Go on Johnston, you know
something about it.
Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams - Narrogin}

{4.55]: I understand this dewviation covers
the request of the Noombling settlers.

Capt. Carter: But you are not sure?

Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes, I am quite sure,
becanse the Noombling seftlers were speci-
ally represented when the Premier and the
Minister for Works came to the Id-mile
Brook. It was there emphasised to the Min
ister that the settlers wished the line to go
to Narrogin with this deviation. When the
line was originally surveyed, Mr. Michael
Brown, of Narregin, owned this property
of Noombling, comprising 22,000 acres. The
cstate being owued by one man, properly
enough the survey kept six or seven mules
away from it. To-day there are about 30
soldier settlers at Noombling, I visited
Noombling when the Soldier Settlement
Commission went therc. The settlers who
gave evidenee on this point asked for this
deviation.

Hon. T, Walker: The deviation brings the
line three miles nearer to them.

Mr. JOHNSTOX: It brings it at least
five miles nearer. It will give hetter aceess
from the Noombling estate to a railway sta-
tion, apd will nlso serve a large number of
scttlers of very fine type setiled on the
Hotham River, north of Noombling. While
I have always been anxious te sce the rail-
way built quickly, T am of opinion that the
deviation propoged by the Government is a
proper one, that it will resnlt in the railway
not only serving that splendid body of
soldiers on Noombling, but scrving also a
large number of people along the Hotham
River. The Government have adjusted the
dispute as to the deviaiion of the route of
the railway in a spirit of compromise and
fairness to all concerned. T congratulate
them on the intreduction of thiz measnre,
and T hope it will be passed without delay.

Hon. P. Collicr: This is the swan song of
Dwarda.

Mr. WILSOXN (Collic) [4.53]: Like the
member for Leederville {Capt. Carter) 1
want to help the soldiers on the Noombling
estate. TFor years the estate was held by
one man, but now there are over 30 soldier
settlers there, We visited the district and
took cvidence from half-a-dozen of them.
Their ery was that the property was of no
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uge uuless it could be brought within casy
distance of a railway, Tt is better to serve
the majority of soldier settlers therc than
to serve one or twe favoured persons who
may want to get the railway through their
propertics, Xiven if the deviation wera
made 10 miles, it is better to sec it made
now than to have to go to the assistance of
those soldiers afterwards. I should like to seo
the numbers of the blocks held by those
goldiers,

The Premier: Very well, we will adjourn
the debate, and you can have a leok at the
plan.

Mr. WILSOXN: Thanks, If the railway
has to be huilt, it shonld be built to serve
the greatest aumber of small farmers and
settlers along the line.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle [5.0]: T rise merely for the purpose
of denying the accuracy of the statoment
made by the member for Williams-Narrogin
(Mr. Johnston). T wish to tell the hon.
member that the Labour Gevernment never
congidered individuals when they were
building railway lines; they considered that
which nwas best for everyone. If my
memory serves me rightly this nrea of land
is owned by a small number of individuals,
and it was considered by the Advisory
Board at the time they made their report,
and by others who investigated the matter
carcfully, that it would be cheaper to con-
struet this railway in as direet n line as
possible. Sinec that time the property has
been purchased by the Government ang
settlement has taken place, and there has
heen an alteration in the souggested route
for the express purpose of serving the set-
tlers. XNo one can raise any objection to
that deviation, but I do objeet to the state.
ment of the member for Williams-Narrogin
that the line wus diverted for the express
purpose of missing Mr. Michacl Brown’s
property.

On wmotion by Mr. Mullany, debate ad-
journed.

BILL--ANZAC DAY,
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [5.3]: in moving the second
reading said: Tn 1919 we passed an Act de-
claring that Anzac Day should be a public
holiday. Quecensland passed similar legisla-
tion in 1921 and the Act now in foree in that
State is, I think, much better than ours.

Mr. Latham: It does mot go far cnough.

The PREMIER: I need not refer to the
happenings at Gallipoli and all that cceeurred
on that fateful day and why we now wish
to observe the day, net as a holiday, but as
a sacred day.  The Bill provides that not
only shall Anzac Day be a public holiday,
but that it shall be ohserved as somcthing
more than that. It will not be possible to
hold race mectings and the hotels will have to
remain closed,
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Mr. Teesdale: What about sports meetings’

The PREMJER: It will he for the House
to say whether there shall be any form of
spuil un that day. There ean be no doubt
about it that it should le observed as a
sacred day, because we know very well that
a large number of peojle suffered on necount
of the loss of life that took place. T do not
think it is a day on which we should hold
race mectings, sports patherings, or jollifica-
tions. The day should be observed in a ser-
ious manner and the Bill provides that it
shall be so observed. I do not think thero is
any need to say anyibing more. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. . COLLIER (Boulder) [3.5]: There
is no doubt that the people of this State and
of Australia will regard Anzne Day as being
in the nature of a sacred day. All the same
1 am not enamoured of the prineciple of Par-
liiment daying down the means and the meth-
ods by which the people shall observe particu-
lar holidays. I prefer that we should regard
Anzne Day as being a sacred day and re-
frain from hoiding sports of any description
and jollifications Ly the conscious will of the
people rather than that they shouwid be pro-
hibited from indulging in such gatherings
by an Act of Parlimment. DMoreover, I do
not see that there is any greater sin or crime
with regard to horse racing than with regard
to any other form of sport or amusement
that might be indulged in on Anzac Daj.
If horse racing is to he prohibited and we
allow the pictore shows, and theatrieal en-
tertainments to take place—

AMr. Teesdale: And football matehes.

Hon, P. COLLIER: —we shall be going
too far, ot perhaps not far enough. Tf it is
considered advisable that the day shonld be
observed strictly on the lines of Sunday, let
it be so observed, but we shall not do that by
merely saying that there shall he no horse
raving and that the hotels sliall remain closed.
A considerable seetion of the spert-loving
community will devise other means of indulg-
ing in pleasure if, by Act of Parlinment, they
are prohitited from taking part in race meot-
ings. I believe that the desire for Anzac Day
being regarded as n sacred day has been
growing strongly in the minds of the public
and on the public conscience, and that in a
very few years the day will be generally ob-
served as Sunday without our having to say
to the people, by means of an Act of Parlia-
ment, *“You ghall not do this, and you shall
not de that.’’ Tt is better to train the people
to the proper observation of the day.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [5.7]: I endorse
what the Leader of the Opposition has said.
This Bill does not go far enough. If the
Premier had looked up the New Zealand Act
I think he would have agreed to accept that
a3 a wmodel for his Bill. It is a short Act,
and so short in fact that I may be permitted
to read it for the benefit of members. It sets
out—
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[n commemoration of the part taken by
New Zealand troops in the Great War, and
in memory of those who guve their lives
for the Empire, the 25th day of April
in each year (being the anniversary of
the first lnnding of Tnglish, Australian ans
New Zealand troops on Gallipeli} shall be
known as Anzae Day, and shall be ohserved
thranghout New Zealand in all respects as
if Anzoe Day were a Sunday.

Hon. T. Walker: That covers everything.

Mr. LATHAM: T sincerely hope that tho
[Tousr will earry out the wishes of the peo-
ple, which are that Anzae Day shall be ob-
served as n osacred Aay, The Bill we have
hefure vs does not provide for that; it simply
says that there shall he no herse racing and
thal the hotels shalt not remain open.

The Minister for Mines: The cexisting Act
mentions Sundays.

Mr. LATILAM: The Bill will not prevent
foot racing and similar kinds of gport from
taking place. I hope the Premier will con-
sider the ndvisableness of modelling the pro-
posed legislation on the lines of the Aet in
forre in New Zealand. Tt is beautifully
worded, and T commend it to hon. members

for their consideration. A
On motion by Mr, Teesdale debate nd-\7(
1

journed,.

BILL—FIREARMS.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER TFOR MINES (Mon. T.
Seaddan—Albany) [5.10] in moving the
second reading said: There is in existence
what is known as the Gon License Act which
was passed in 18853, That proviles for the
licensing of persons who desire to have and
to use firearms. Tt applies, however, only to
municipalities and te five miles from their
boundaries. The rest of the State is not
covercd by the existing statute. The pro-
posal under the Bill is that the whole State
shall he covered. At the present time gun
licenses are issued by n Treasury officer and
there is no proper supervision; indeed there
is none at all. It is merely a matter of a per-
son applying for and getting a license, and
there arc more people in possession of fire-
arms without being licensed than there are
those who hold licenses. The Bill follows
largely on the lines of the legislation in force
it England, New South Wales and Vietoria,
and it will tend towards uniformity. The
main feature is to provide that all persons
who desite to purchase, hire, use, or have in
their possession firearms, shall take out a
license. The present cost of a livense ig 10s.
and it is proposed that in future the fee shall
be ds. The Bill also provides that the Com-
missioner of Police and his officers shall ad-
minister the Aect in lieu of the Treasury
officer. Tn this way it will be possible to
trace those who are in possession of pguns
and other weapons, licensed or unlicenszed.
It does not require a statement from me to
convinee hon. members that there should be
better control over frearma.
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Hon, T. Walker: Will the Bill apply to
settlers?

The MINTSTER IPOR MINES:
apply to every person.

Mr. Heron: Suppose there are several in
a family who have firearms.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
House desires, it can amend the Bill to pro-
vide that the ome fee may cover all the fire-
arms in the household. °

Mr. Marshall: Do you think that such a
heavy fee is required?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt is 50
per cent. less than the present fee,

Mr. Heron: But the law has never been
enforced.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is de-
sirable that we should have better control
over the use of firearms. Everyone knows
that a numher of accidents have oceurred as
n result of the careless use of firearms, and
we know too that the person who uses fire-
arms carclessly ia a danger not only te him-
gelf but to others. I am not aware that there
is any greater danger in a person carelessly
using poison than therc is in the reckless
use of firecarms, and yet the law compels the
personn who purchases peison to supply his
name and address to the chemist who sells
it to him.

Mr. Heron: Do you think the issue of
licenses will make people more careful?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: We can
restriet the number of persons who can get
licenses to use firearms fo those who are con-
sidered to be sufficiently responsible. Under
existing conditions it is not a difficalt matter
for aliens to become a serious menace in the
Nerth by heing in possession of firenrms,
Under the Bill 1t will be pessible and prob-
able that such persons will not be permitted
to hold licenses to use and possess firearms.

Mr. Marshall: Is there a clause in the Bill
to prevent Europeans from giving blacks
firearms?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. A
person must he licensed before he ean have
firearms in his possession. If he is licensed
he will be responsible for such firearms ex-
cept when he sells them, but even then he
can only sell to persons who are licensed.
If a man lends n firenrm to another indi-
vidua! who is not permitted to have one and
anything happens he will be held responsible.
This will have a salutary effect in many
dircetions. The pea-rifle is a very dangerous
weapon that is frequently used by small
children. Even in the case of shotgpuns we
know that boys have been permitied to use
them with bad results. The other day a boy
poihted a gun at another boy, and the weapon
went off and shot the boy. If a person goes
to a chemist for the purpose of obtaining
poisom, the chemist has to get a statement
from thoe individual that the poisen is for
legitimate wse. It is easier at preseni to
obtain a firearm and use it for an unlawful
purpose against another person, than it is
to obtain poison which may be required for
an equally unlawful purposc. We can have
some regard for the safety of the public by

It will
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making a provision of this kind in regard
to firearms. No person whe legitimately
requires to wse a gun, and js entitled to have
one in his possession, will be prevented from
having it. Tf a man lives in a municipal
arcp he must have a license, and a better
record will be kept of these whe are in pos-
scssion of firearms,

Mr. Mann: What about boys being in
possession of firearms?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tf is one
of the objcets of the Bill to see that fircarms
arc kept under proper control. No person
nwnder the age of 16 years can hold a license.
This will he provided in fairness to the hold-
ers themselves and to the publie in general.
A man may permit his boy to use a firenrm,
but he will.-be responsible for sccing that the
lives of other people are safeguarded.

Mr. Mann: So that the menace will still
exist?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not to
the same extent. Under existing conditions
anyone ean use & firearm without let or hind-
rance,

My, Mann: But great trouble has ocenrred
with young children.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T do not
know that it is desirable to prohibit children
under the age of 16 from using firearms so
long as there is someong responsible for them.

My, Marshall: Ts the Bill likely to act in
a hostile manner in regard to cadets?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: No. It
makes provision for their exemption, A clause
sets out that all persons who are connceted
with the military, air or naval forees arc ox-
empt from having to take out liconses to
carry firearms. A firearm will not be in their
possession for other than use in connection
with the duties devolving upon them ng
citizens,

Hon, T. Walker: Which clanse attaches
responsibility to the owner of the firenrm?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tho
clause dealing with the liahility of the parcnt
or guardian of a child under 16 found using
a pun, The Commissioner of Police and his
officers may refuse to issue licenses to any
person who may be a person thought e be
of ungound mind, or one who is liable to fre-

. guent fits of drunkenness, such as to make it

undesirable to allow him to have a gun in his
possession. A person may be an alien at
Broome, and it may be undesirable that he
should have arms in his possession. It will
be within the pewer of the Commissioner of
Police to withhold the issue of a license or
to revoke a license that may have heen is-
sued.

Mr, MeCallum: Do you give the police
power to search for firearms withont & war-
rant{

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: T think
not, But that ean be dealt with in Commit-
tee. The Bill is designed to prevent the im-
proper use of fircarms. If it is necessary to
plaee restrietions and proper safeguards upon
the sale and purchase of poisons, it is equally
necessary in the interests of ihe general com-
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munity to prevent the wrongful use of fire-
arms. In the event of the Commissioner of
Polica refusipg to iesne-a liconse or revoking
one, the person aggrieved may appeal against
the deeision to a Court of Petty Sessions,
It will be unlawful to sell any gun to an
unregistered person. Gun dealers must be
registered as such.

Mr. MeCaMoam:
loaned for a day?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The per-
son owning it will be responsible for lending
it for a legitimate purpose.

Mr, Manun: In what way will he be re-
sponsible for any illegal act?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He would
not be held respounsible for the actual hap-
pening that might oecur.

Hon., T. Walker: He conld only be fined.

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: That is
80, If I lend a goun to a person who is not
entitled to have it, and he shoots someone, [
will not have committed the murder. The
person using the weapon would he held re-
sponsible, [ sheuld, however, be responsible
for having committed a breach of the Aet in
lending a gun to a person not lawfully
qualified to use it, and for this [ could be
fired. Dealers must be licenzed so that the
pelice may be able to trace all weapons
handled by them. I remember an incident
that happened not many miles from the city.
Thvis was about three or four years ago, At
that time everyone was being disturbed
by an individual, whe wag either a lunatic
or nearly appreaching it, and who would
oceasionally enter a house and disturb the
inmates, mostly girls in their beds. FEvi-
dently he committed no offence except to
frighten the lives out of the girls, and
having done that wounld leave the house. He
was not eanght. Some youths in the Easi
Perth clcetorate, who were attending the
local State school, got up a lttle organisa-
tion, which I believe was called ‘¢The Seven
Avengers.’’! Their object 'was to eateh this
chap because the police had failed to do se.
They decided to go to a gun dealer, T be-
lieve a pawnshop, and purchase a revolver.
They purchased the weapon and the neces-
sary ammunition. They actvally went fo
schoo! amongst the other children with the
revolver loaded in every chamber. The
eldest boy was only 14. It was only as the
result of a mishap that the teacher learned
what was going on, and the police were
placed in possescion of the facts. They
ecaught the boys just tin time to prevent a
gerions aceident. In faet, I informed the
police, because I received information from
one of the children at school. TUnder this
Bill such a thing could not bhappen. The
gun dealer could mot have sold such a
weapoa to a person aged 14. Very serious
possibilities arise in cases of that kind.
There is evidence in other places than At,
Lawley, of people using pea-rifles to <hoot
cats, ete. It may be desirable to shos. =ats,

Hon. P. Collier: Now I know where my
eat went.

What about a gun being
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The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I had a
valuable Persian cat shot in an aviary. He
had ne less than two pea-rifie bullets in his
body, and the marks of the bullets were
found afterwards. Members of my family
were playing close to the aviary, and were
on the spot at the time the shooting
occurred.  Someone ought to be able to
trace the holder of &4 weapon in such a case,
and so check the possibility of accidents
oceurring.  Probably members know of
many other happenings of the kind, It is
undesirable that dangerous weapons, that
are manufactured and sold at small cost,
should be available to some c¢hild to use in
thickly populated centres, without there
being any chance of tracing the purchase
or the owner of such weapon, It 4 also
provided that persons in possession of a
weapon must excreise due precautions to
ensure its safe keeping. That, too, is very
necessary,  Most aceidents that happen
with fircarms are due to igmorance of the
fact that the weapon was loaded. Members
will recolleet many sueh happenings. Per-
sons bave not taken proper precantions to
sce that the weapons have been puf away
in a safe condition. It is one thing to have
a firearm, and another thing to keep it in
sech a4 safe condition and place that a ehild
or some person who is irrespensible shall
not take possession of i, and do an injury
to someone else.

Mr. Heron: Will the police have a right to
come to your house?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No matter
what restrictions are imposed by law, there
will be times when aceidents happen. We
have such a thing as capital punishment
for murder, and we take every precaution
to prevent murders. At the same ume,
murders will happen. If a person takes
firearm to do an injury Lo another, we
cannot prevent if, but we can reduce the
possibility of such things occurring,

Mr. Heron: You said people must take
every precaution.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
speaking now of earcless people.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I would draw

the attention of members to the faet that a
second reading speech is made with thoe
object of outlining the prineiples of a Bill.
Muttors of detail are left to the Commitice
stage. [ have allowed members to put ques-
tions from time to time, but this has grown
to such an extent that I shall have to ask
them to cogse interrupting the second read-
ing speech, and to leave the details for the
Committee stage unless the gquestions are
pertinent.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The inter-
jeetions have proved that I know the Bill
These are its main features. There is also
a provision to prevent the sale or anyone
being in possession of a weapon designed
to discharge poisonons gases, and to preveni
anyone being in possession of maxim
silencers. That, too, is very desirable.
Whilst we cannot claim that the passing of
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this Bill will prevent accidents or other at-
tempts to do injury to other persons by the
use of firearms, it will provide better safe-
guards to the public than now exist, T move—

That the Bill be now read a secand lime.

On motion by Mr. Marshall, debate ad-
journed.

BILL — RECIPROCAL  ENFORCEMEXNT
OF MAINTENANCE ORDERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (ITon. Sir James Mitchell—
Northam) [5.80] in moving the second read-
ing said: Hon, members will remember that
some time ago we passed an Act mainly for
the protection of women, regarding the en-
forcement of maintenance orders. We made
it possible to follow a person liable for main-
tenance to other States, and to other parts
of the British Dominions. It was generally
agreed by the House that we should give
cfleet to that proposal. Soeme small amend-
ments are required.  Sinee we passed our
legislation, every Stute of the Commonwealth
has passed an Act which makes it possible
for us to reciprocate fully in this matter.
We provided that by way of proclamation
we could bring the Act into force as de-
sired. That meant that as each State passed
a law similar to ours, we eonld proclaim our
legislation and so reeiprocity would be estab-
lished between that State and ourselves. The
first amendment is to delete the words ‘fout-
side the Commonwealth’! wherever they ap-
prear in the parent Act. The Act provided
that, by proclamation, we could cxtend ita
operations te places ontside fhe Common-
wealth  aud  within the British Dominious,
It has been found, however, that the Aect
passed by Great Britaia is not on all fours
with our legislation. We ask in the Bill for a
measure of protection for our people so that
if judgment is obtained it ean he enfarecd
in any other part of the British Dominiony
where their legislation i3 substantially the
same a8 ours, although it may not be ex-
actly on all fours. The English Act, for
instance, provides for a maintenanee order
being obtained, but ne provision is made
for affiliation orders. We eclaim that we
should grant reciprocity with Great Britain,
notwithstanding the fact that the English
Act does net go as far as our own, I
we eznnot get guite all we wantg we should
do what we can to make it impossible for
anyone to cvade responsibilities of this
nature. We kpow that men leave their wives
and their children. The law can follow such
men through the Eastern States amnd New
Zealand, and we also ask that it shall apply
so that the law can follow such men to the
United Kingdom as well, The amendment
is needed for the reason T have already in-
dieated. Then again, we require power to
make regulations to earry out the provisions
of the Act. The amendments provided in
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the Bill menn little but are necessary fo give
effect to the purent Act.

My, Heron: You want to follow a man
all round the sorld.

The PRFMIER: Every hon. member wonld
agree to follow a man reund the world who
deserted his wife and children.  The power
sought wnder the DBill is wecessary and 1
nmove—

That the Rill be now reed a scoond time.

On motion hy Hon. W. C. Angwin dchate
adjourned.

BILL—~GENERAL LOAN AND
INSCRIBED STOCK ACT AMBENDMENT,

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Fon. 8ir James Mitchell
~—Northam) [5.353] in moving the second
reading snid: A similur Bill is introduced
ench year. The original Act provides that the
interest that may be paid, shall he 4 pér
cent. During the war, interest clarges were
higher and this noeessitated the intreduetion
of a Bill nnnually to fix the rate of interest
the Government would be permitted to pay
for the 12 months affected. TFor the period
coded 31st June last, we fixed the interest
in last session’s Act at 6 per cent. Money
is cheaper nowadays and I am asking hon.
members to agree to fix the rate of interest
whieh may be payable on loans at 5 per cent.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: What did you pay
for your last loant

The PREMIER:
that was, at £98.

Hon, I, Collier: What was it underwritten

It was 4% per E(;nt.;

at?

The PREMIER: Tt cost about £4 18s. It
was a favourable loan. We have no control
over the money lender in England as to what
he wants for his moncy. It is not a matter
of what we fix {he interest at, but what the
money-lender asks for his money. Tt is not
degirable te give too much by way of  dis-
count, T hope mnext year that money will
he available 2t 4 per cent.

My, Carhoy: Or lower than that even.

The PREMIER: [f we conld get it at that,
it would he good for the State.

Hon. Y. Caliter: ¥n any case, the State has
to pay the money-lender’s price.

The PREMIER: That is so. We cannot
determine the price at this end. 'We have
to face the competition of the world when
we go en the moncy market. We could get
money at 5 rer cent. to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: By accepting it at £98,

The PREMIER: No, at par. As the mem-
ber for Nerth-East Iremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) indieated, we can buy moncy at a
digcount and secure an advantage, but it is
not always wise to do that, It js Detter to
fix the rate which is current at par and make
arrangements with the money-lenders on that
hasia.

Hon, I', Collier: We floated a loan re-
eently, at a discount.
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The PREMIER: Yes, The system in the
Old Land is that if one buys a 3 per cent.
tond in London fo-day, be gets that on the
bagsis of the preseut day value of money. It
does not matter what pereentage is fixed,
3 per cent. or IU per cent., a person only
guts the bond at the present-day valee of
mouey. 1t dues rot make the slightest differ-
ence a5 to what rate is fixed. At the pres-
ent time the price of money is deereasing
amd jt is a case of “‘aces on the down.”’ I
Move:

That the Bitl Le now read a second time.

Mr. SPEAKER: Has the Premier a Mes-
sage?

The PREMLER: No, 1 have not onc with
ne,

Mr. SIPEAKER: In the eircumstances, the
Bil cin proceed, but 1 would advisc the Pre-
wier not to go into Committee.

Hon. W. U. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) {5.38): If, as the Premier says, it
i3 always advisable to get Joans at par and
it is mecessary to get a Bill to provide for a
higher rate per cent., why do the Goveroment
o on the money market when they may have
to pay 6 per cent. interest? It wonld be
much better o get the full amount of the
bond issued, than to issue a bond at a re-
dueed rate. If it were done as I suggest, the
people would know exaetly what amount they
were to receive for each ioan. If hon. mem-
Lers look through the financial returns they
will find that the 6 per cent. loan cost the
State £6 3s. and the 5% loan eest us about
£6, and so it poes on. If the loan were quoted
at par, people would know the exact amount
the Government were paying for the money
they raise. Under that method, a £100 bond
would be purehased for £100. It is true that
it makes ne difference regarding the raising
of a loaw, apart from the fact that & mgher
rate of interest is provided. If a loan were
raised at 4 per cent. it would mean that the
Government would have to considerably re-
duee the price of stock, That heing so, they
would not realise as much money as if they
carried out the iransaction on the basis of
the higher rate of interest. The Government
have not adopted thai course. I understood
Bills of this degeription were for the purpose
of allowing the Government to raise money
at par. That was the intention of Parlin-
ment. It was pointed out to Parliament ai
the time that it was not wise to sell at less
thon par, and it was necessary to provide
legislation to inerease the price. That prin-
ciple has been departed from.

The Premier: It has never been done in
the history of the world.

Hen, W. . ANGWIX: At any rate,
that was the intention when the Bill
was introduced, otherwise it was unneces-
has stated that the

sary. The Premier
last Joan was raised at wunder 5 per
cent, Under the present system, we do not

know what the underwriting costs were, what
return we got, or what amount was realised.
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We cannot get the figures to show what the
loan actually cost us. We do mot know ex-
actly what interest we had to pay. I hope
that when Bilis of tis kind are introdused,
we will endeavour to float our leans at par,

Mr, A, THOMSOX (Katanuing) [5.43]:
When the Premier gave notice of his inten-
tion to introduce a Bill to amend the General
Lean and Inseribed Btock Aect, T thought he
wounld give the House some information re-
carding the sinking fund.

The Premier: You will get that informa-
tion when T deliver the Budget. The Bill has
ngthing to do with the sinking fund.

Mr. A, THOMSON: We are dealing with
the General Loan and Jloseribed Stock Act
and Section 18 of that Act is affected.
Surely we can deal with the sinking fund
question under that heading. At any rate,
L am catitled to draw attention to the posi-
tion at the second reading stage. On the
3rd August, 1922, the Premier, when dealing
with the sinking fund, said—

Members will realise that the inquiry re-
solved itself into a very sumple one, hecause
it became a matter for the actuary, The
actuary is working on it now, and I hope
that the result of his investigations will be
satistactory to this State.

We arc aboot to amend the Act. The whole
ot our sinking funds are wvested in trustecs
who have absolute authority to do as they
like.

Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill docs not affect
sinking funds,

Mr. A. THOMSBON: The Bill is to amend
the Loan and Inseribed Stoek Aect.

Mr, SPEAKER: It is a question of amend-
ing the rate of intereat.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Then am I not per-
mitted to draw attemtion to the fact that an-
other pertion of the Aet should be amended
at the same time?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is en-
titled to deal only with the Bill, but if he
wishes to illustrate that point, I shall not be
too severe. [ o not want him to labour it.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Wpe are dealing with
the proposed rate of interest for future loans.
It seems to me unnecessary to bave a sinking
fund as at present

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannof
discuss that.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: But it has a bearing
ou the rate of interest we pay. Other States
arc not providing sinking funds and they
can get their loans at a reasonable rate of
interest. We ought to be getting our loans at
a muoch lower rate.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member ¢annot
diseuss the question of sinking fund.

The Premier: You may discuss it with
advantage with the moneylenders in the 01d
Country, hut you eannot gain much by dis-
eussing it here.

Hon, P. Collicr: What influence have we?

Mr. A, THOMSBON : Other States that
provide no sinking fund are getting money
at the same rate of interest that we are pay-
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ing. If our sinking fund is all it is
claimed to be, we ought to be getting our
money at a much lower rate.

The Minister for Mines: We claim that
the sinking fund is to our advantage.

Mr. A, THOMSON: That is & matter of
opinion. The Minister did not always think
that.

The Minister for Mings.
any other opinion.

My, SPEAKER: The hon
better keep to the Bill

Mr. Corboy: Otherwise there wil he wmore
discord over there,

Mr. A, THOMSON: T hope the Premier,
when introducing the Budget, will give us in-
formation on this guestion. Last session he
promised to consider the matter.

I have never held

member had

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—XNortham—in reply} [5.491: I do not know
what the member for Katanning (Mr. Thom-
son) desires me to seriously consider. I
" think the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W, C. Angwin) was wrong. We always
make the best deal possible. If we could get
money at £4 18s, we would not think of pay-
ing 5 per cent. I think the hon. member un-
derstands the position thoronghly; there is
nothing T ean tell him abeut raising loans.
We fix the rate at 5 per cent. and pay as
much under thaf as possible. Tt is desirable
to get the fell £100 when raising a loan hot,
if it does not pay the State to insist upon
getting it, we do the best possible for the
State.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

BILL—REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [5.51] in moving the sccond
reading said: It should not be necessary to
say much in introducing this Bill. Members
have the measure before them and therc nare
maps exhibited in the Clhiamber showing the
old and new boundaries. Last session we
passed the Eleetoral Distriets Bill after hav-
ing fully disenssed it, and ecemmissioners were
appointed in aceordance with that measure.
Their duty was to divide the State into dis-
tricts, according to the principles laid down.
The report of the commission forms the main
part of the Bill; as a matter of fact it is the
Bill, It provides for an amendment of the
boundaries and states just how the boun-
daries are to be fixed. This cannot be a party
measere.

Mr. Heron: Not a party measure! Sce how
members are laughing!

The PREMIER: It is a measare to give
offect to a direction laid down by Parliament
Inst year. It is not a Government proposal
The Government have had no hand at all in
fixing the houndaries.

Mr. McCallum: You made the Electoral
Districts Bill a party measure.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER:
thing.

Mr, MceCalluom: Was it

The PREMIER: Very different. It is
neecssary to have a redistribution from time
to time on account of the population of some
ecntres inereasing .and the population of other
centres deereusing.  Particularly is it neces-
sary under our system of representation to
meet the changes that occur. When the other
Bill was introduced it was a party mcasure,
but the House discussed it fully and members
admitted that the time for a redistribution
was overdue. No one more than [ regretted
that the Bill had to be introduced. A redis-
tribution is always resentedl and it always
leads to trouwble and difficulty. Although we
got through our work last year pleasantly
enpugh, we had some very long sittings, As
a result of that measure, new boundaries have
been suggested.

Mr. Pickering.
direction.

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
have an opportunity te show in what way the
commission have departed from the direction
set out in the Electoral Districts Act.

Mr. Marshall: 1t will not be hard to show
that as regards the Murchison district.

The PREMTER: The wmember for Mur-
chison will alse have an opportunity.

My, Marshall:  And I shall take full ad-
vantage of it.

The PREMIER: T hope that members, in
dealing with this Bill, wiil remember their
duty to the State. We may not like the
houndarics; they may not suit ns personally,
hut that is not the question before ws.  All
we have to consider is whether it will he fair
to the State to have the boundaries as set out
in this Bill,

Hon, W. C, Angwin: The new houndaries
are almost as bad as the old ones,

The PREMTER: 1 shall be interested to
listen to the diseussion.

Hon, W, €. Angwin: There would be no
discussion at all if T had my way.

The PREMIER: The hon. member does
not like these changes; neither do T; hut
they have to be made. T think we Jdid the
right thing by throwing the responsibility of
fixing the houndariés on to officinls,

Mr. Hughes: They did not have any dis-
cretion,

The PREMTIER: They had ample disere-
tion.

Mr. Hughes: They were tied hand and
foot.

The PREMIER: Members should realise
that the new boundaries were not designed
to snit each one of us,

Hon, W, . Angwin: Mine suit me, but
they are not fair to the State.

The PREMTER: T ecannot antieipate all
that members are likely to say.

Hon, W, . Angwin: Lock at the Mur-
chigon district for a start.

The PREMTIER: T hope members will ba
quite frank. T am anxious te de¢ the right
thing for the State, but it s futile to think

That was u different

No¢ on the lines of our
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t at any measure of this kind could be satis-
factory to every member.

The Minister for Miner: Let each member
fix his own boundaries.

Mr. Marshall: If that were done, Plan-
tagenet would be rabhed out.

The PREMIER: We are endeavouring to
give the people fair representation. We are
endeavouring to give them a fair share of
the responsitility of governing tie couniry.
Tt is unfort:-nate that we cannot arrange the
electorates on the basis of, say, 3.000 votes
each. Our population is scattered far and
wide over an enormous area with interests not
eommon to any two centres, and so we have
provided for single electorates and for dif-
ferent quotaz. A Qistinetion iz deawn Dbe-
tween the outer goldfields, the eentral gold-
fiedds, the agricultural area and the metro-
politan area quotas.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have a majority
of only one.

The PREMIER: The hon.
entitled to &ay that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is so.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is wrong
for once. I hore members will study the
map and Bill with a determination to do
justice to the country. We delegated to a
commission the power of fixing the houn-
daries. Tf thiz Hovse decided to assume the
responsibility of altering all the boundaries,
we should be taking upon ourselves  a re-
sponsibility which we last year admitted was
not ours, and T do not know where we should
get to. We are not entitled to usurp the
powers of the commission. No doubt amend-
nents wili be suggested, but we shall get
into an awful tangle if every member tries
tn fix the hoondaries for his own electorate,
Tt is my doty to come down to the House and
present this Bil, wiich, if passed, will mean
the adoption of the repert submitted. The
report is part of the Bill, and hon, members
wil therefore have an opportunity of de-
ciding the question with all the materials
before them. At this stage I will ray no
more than that T hope hon, members will
d~al with the matter just as they deal with
anv other matter, that is, having regard
solply to their responsibilities to the people
of Woestern Avstralia. The Government do
not expeet to he able to please eversbedy,
bnt T think T ean assvre the House that jus-
tice will he done to the people if consideration
is given to a mecarure of this kind. T move—

That the Bi'l be now read g second time.

On motion Ly Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed,

member is not

BILI—INSPECTION OF SCAFFOLDIXNG.
Seeond Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORRS (M.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [6.47] in
movirg the second reading said: A measnre
of this nature il not appear to he urgent
until the last few years, when high buildings

s8]
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were being erccted in the eity of Perth. The
value of the ground and the growth of tho
city rewdered it quite evident that resort
woult jn future cnntinue to he made to lhigh
builidings, Hon, members will know from
their own observation, even if they are not
cenneeted with the hoilding traide, that when
wen have Lo work at great heights it is above
all things necegsary that provision should be
mails for the seaffolding not only to he of a
substantial nature, but to be placed in posi-
tion by men who have mare a speeial study of
that work and ave skilted in it. Many people
think it is very easy to tie n knot. It is not,
however, easy to tie a knot on which men ean
rely to support the platform on which they are
standing. Nor is it easy to fix ropes and
planking so that those who have to work upon
them will feel amply secnre.

Mr. A. Thomson: I guarantee to teach a
child all that in five minutes.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
nember may be able to Ao so.

Mr. A. Thomson: I know
scaffolding.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No doubt
the hon. member does. However, he will have
an opportunity of making his say in connec-
tion with this matter later. I think there are
very few, if any, memberz of this Chamber
who will demur te a Bill which represents an
honest effort to render the conditions of work
in a hazardous oceupation as sufe as it is
possible for them to be, This measure has
been framed with that objeet in view, and
it is the result of consultation with repre-
sentatives of these who may be ealled master
builders, and alse with representatives of the
master artisans engaged in building. The
Bill is certainly deserving of what T am sure
it will get in this House—eareful considera-
tion. There is no desire to lay down lincs or
restrictions which shall hamper the ecrection
of huildings, but there is a sincere desire to
lay down sueh lines and restrictions as are
necessary for the protection of life and 'imb.
Motreover, it is not merely those who are on
the scaffolding whom we have to safeguard.
We have also to safeguard the passers-hy on
the footpath or on the road, where the build-
ings are being erected. Tf it should apnear
to any member that in any respect the Bill
either does not go far enough or goes too far,
it will be apen for him to lay his views bhe-
fore hon. members in Committee, when, if he
exn satisfy the Chamber of the correetness of
his views, he will be able to secure corres-
ponding amendment of the Bill. T have raid
that the ohjeet of the measure is to ensnre
the safety of workmen, and hon. members
will see that the measurc applies to all scaf-
folding ahove cight feet in height from its
horizontal base. There may be room for dif-
ferenee of opinien in regard to that minimum
height, T shall be pleased to hear the point
diceussed in € pmmittee, Naturally it will be
neeessary to appoint someone with the neces-
ssiry oxperience and skill for the purpose of
this mlministeation of the measure. The per-
son to he appointed must not be hiassed ither

The hon.

lhow to tie
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on one side or the other, but mmst kezp in
view only the necessity for giving security to
human life. There will be a clhief inspector,
who will have responsibility thronghout the
State; and there will be other inspectors
under him. The Bill contains the wusual
powers to provide anthority for entry on all
buildings being erected, and it also imposes
penalties for ohstmctm{_, an officer in the per-
formance of his duty. Power is given io in-
speetors to order ihe cessation of work if the
provisions of this measure are not belng com-
plied with. Then there is provision for a
court to adjudicate on all matters of dis-
pute. 1 suppose oceasions for dispute will
arise. The Bill contains the usual provision
as to the qualifications of inspectors and the
impogition of fees. It is expected that the
fees which will be received uwnder the mea-
gure, though they will not be prohibitive, yet
will be quite sufficient to pay for the cost of
administration. The Bill, being directed to
preserve life and limb, cannot be regarded
otherwise than with sympathy in a Chamber
of this kind. I move—

That the Biil be now read o sececond time.

On motion by Mr. McCallum, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.10 p.m.

Legislative  Asscmbly,
Tuesday, 28th Adugust, 1923.
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QUESTION—TUBERCULOSIS, SPAH-
LINGER TREATMENT.,

Mr, MARSHALIL asked the Colonial See-
vetary: 1, Ilas the State Medical Depart-
ment  made  any  individaal  investiyation,
apart from that of the Federal Government,
into the possibilitics of Professor Spa.h
linger'a cure for comsumptives? 2, 1f not,
is it the policy of the Government to rely
upon the activities of the Federal Govern-
ment in this very important matter? 3, Will
he congider the advisability of the State im-
mediately making a thorough and practncal
investigation of Professor Spahlinger’s al-
[eged cure?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, The State Medical Department is in posges-
sion of whatever published data are avail-
able in regard to the Spahlinger treatment
and bas made individual inquiry regarding it
of the Director of the Lister Institute, who
was recently in this State, 2, The State equally
with the Commonwealth can do nothing fur-
ther in the matter, as no sepply of serum is
available for distribution, There ia a dead-
lock in European countries in regard to it
tor the following reasens:—(a) That those
countries will not provide money for further
work by Spahlinger without properly con-
trolled trial of it. (b) Spahlinger apparently
cannot. provide the neecessary material for
those tests owing to financial embarrassment.
(e) Spahlinger seems to have been averse in
the past to sebmit to these properly con-
trolled tests. (d) His complete serutn takes
ﬁbugt four years {o prepare. 3, Answered

y 2

QUESTION—HOSPITAL FOR INSANE,
LODGE-KEFPER.

Mr. MeCALLUM asked the Colonial See-
retary: What were the reasons for the dis-
miszal of Caretaker MeMahon from the Hos-
pital for Tnsane, Claremont?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
MedMahon was lodge-kecper, not ecarctaker.
The reason for his dismissal was that he was
phrsiealiy unfit to earry out the duties on
account of his age, which is between 72 and
75 years.

QUESTION—MIDLAND WORKSHOPS, ‘
APPRENTICES. '

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Have all the trndes engaged in the
Midland Justion loco. workshops their full
complement of apprentices? 2, If not, will
he state what trades are not carrying the full
complement, and to what extent?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, While the number of apprenticea
employed in the Midland Junction workshops
is sufficient for requirements, the full num-
ber of apprentices allowable is mot em-
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ploved. 2, The trades and numbers are as
follows:—

i (1w : ! Xe, of :
No, o ¢, of  Appren-
| Trades- | Appren- |tices and Iigﬁ‘m
Trade. ' men em-; tices ‘Tralness ' oo
'ployed. allowed.| em- -
i | ployed.
! i .
|
Boilermakers ll 75 a7 35 | 2
Blacksmiths o 45 22 10 12
Carpenters o ] 4 1 l 3
Car_and Wagen ! 105 52 22 30
Co Bu-udell.l;!l'm 7 8 2 1
ppersm e
Iron Machinlsts ... | a7 33 10 23
Fitters .. ... 137 8 63 [
Mouiders ... 28 14 ¢ 5
Painters ... 28 14 11 ]
Plumbers 2 1 1
Patternmakers ... 7 3 1 2
Turners ... 57 28 18 10
Tinamiths 8 4 4
Wood Machinista 27 13 13
Electric \Welders... 2 1 . 1
Totals ... 804 207 152 115

Returned soldier trainees under the Repatria-
tion Scheme are regarded as apprentices.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE PRISON,
PRINTING.

Mr, MUNSIE asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: 1, Are any Government departmenta
getting prinling work done at Fremantle
prison? 2, If se, what are the departments,
and (a) the amount of the work, and (b) the
class of work heing donet

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Yes, in accordance with the practiee which
has been in force for a number of years. 2,
Crown Law Department, Police Department,
Registrar General’s Department, Edueation
Department, State Implement Works, Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, State Shipping Ser-
vice. (a) and (b) Betweea Jaauary-June,
1923, 80,000 record cards, 600 gross school
pads, sundry forms and books,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Willcock, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to Mr.
O’Loghlen (Forrest) on the grownd of il
health,

BILLS (6)—FIRST READING.

1. Women’s Legal Status.
Introduced by Mra. Cowan.

2, Local Authorities (Additional Powera).
Introduced by Mr. Stubbs.

3. Veterinary Surgeons Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Latham,

4. Inspection of Machinery Act Amend-
ment. Introduced by Mr. Wilson.

5, Factories and@ Shops Aci Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. McCallum.

6. Lonacy Aet Amendment,
Introduced by Mr. McCallum,

ORDER OF PROCEDURE.
Formal DBusiness opposed.

Mr. A. Thomson formally moved for leave
to introduce a Bill for an Act to amend the
State Trading Concerns Act 1916.

Hon. P, Collier: [ wish to debate this
motion,

Mr, Speaker: Then it must take its place
on the Notice Paper in the order of pre-
cedence in which it was received. It was
placed among the formal business i the
belief (hat it would not be opposed.

BILI—REGISTRATION OF DEED3
AMENDMENT.

Read o third time and transmitted to the
Council,

BILL — RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT
OF MAINTENANCE ORDERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the day read for the resumption
from the 23rd August of the adjourned de-
bate on the second reading.

Quostion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported with amendment and the re-
port adopted.

BILL — GENERAL ILOAN AND IN-
SCRIBED STOCK ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to,
Clause 2—Amendment of Seetion 18:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: During the second
teading debate T pointed out that this elause
will not give effect to the intention of Parlia-
ment. Frequently we see annountements in
the Press that the Government have been aue-
censful in raising a loan, that a loan has been
over-subseribed and that satisfactory finan-
cial arrangements have been made. Natur-
ally one would conclude tbat the money was
being raised at such a price as to represent
a good financial deal, but instead of raising
the money at par, almost every loan has had
a minimum price considerably helow par.
For some time the interest rate has been six
per cent; now it is to be five per cent. The
last five per cent. Joan in 1922 was offered
at £06, the total cost to the State being
£5 93, 6d. Our six per cent. loan in 1921
was offered at £95 10s. and the total cost to
the State was £6 123, 8d.

The Premier: Go back 20 years and the
same¢ thing applies.

the Premier in
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Hon, W, ¢. ANGWIN: Of course, because
ihe interest rate was low, but the Premier
nust admit that the Aet we are now amend-
ing allows for the payment of six per cent.
At such a rate, it should be possible to raise
money at par. 1Lf this were done the public
would understand eclearly what was being
paid for loans. It is all very well to say we
have been sueceessfal in raising a £3,000,000
foan at six per eent., but as a matter of fact
the cost would work out at about £6 12s, 8d.

The Premier: That has always been done.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: It has not always
been dene.  During the Labour regime in
1816 the minimum price of five and five and
a quarter per cent loang was £100 and the
public were able to understand the position
clearly. I do not object tu the clause, but
I think it would be wise to retain the six
per cent. rate of interest and condeavounr to
‘raise our loans at par instead of at a dis-
count.

The PREMIER: The hon. member desires
the public to know exactly what we pay for
our loans. As a matter of fact, we tell the
public what we pay. Qur last lean ecost
£14 185, per cent., but it was issued at a dis-
eccunt. The Government always get the best
terms possible. It does not matter what in-
terest is offered, If we offered seven per
ecent. we might get £115, whereas if we
offered three per cent. the issue price might
be £65. The lenders consider the value of
money at the moment and take bonds on that
hasis, Tt is impossible to get any other basis.
By purchasing our own bonds when the in-
tcrest rate was high, we sccured three per
cents. at a very low price. It would not be
wise to effer four and a half or five per eent.
and insist vpon getting the cven £100, be-
eause we would not be able to make the best
bargain. We buy the money at the lowest
price, aud that is all we can do. This mcthod
is followed hy every Biate of the Common-
wealth, by the British Govermment and by
all publiec borrowers.

Mr. A, Thomson: The fact of our having
a sinking fund apparently makes not the
slightest difference.

The PREMIER: What has the sinking
fund to do with the rate of interest? The
rate of interest offered buys so much money;
four and a half per eent. may buy a £98
bond and five and a half per cent. may buy
a £101 bond. Our method of securing money
is the right one and the only econemical one.
The Committee shonld not msist upon getting
loans at the even £100.

Ton. W. ¢!, Angwin:
got only £93 17s. 5d.

The PREMIER: Yes; if it pays best to
neeopt £82. we (o so.

Mr. Willeock:  Due to
lenders have for vouw.

The PREMIER: XNo, it is a ealm business
ealenl~tion mate hv actuaries. T hone the
rate will stand and that the present system
mav e eonfinend.

Clause put and passed.

Tn the 1922 loan you

a little affection

LASSEMBLY.)

Clause 3, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER
AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading—I¥ithdrawn.
Debate resumed from August 23rd,

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.0]: This is o Bill for the purpose
of regulating the supply of electric eurrent in
the Belmont Park and Queen’s Park road dis-
triets, and it has embodied in it an agree-
ment entered into between the Government
and the Perth City Council. It is a natter
which concerns prindipally the parties
interested. If they are satisfied with the
conditions, no doubt members will agree to
pass the Bill, I see nothing in the sehedule
to which any objection cau be taken. There
is, however, & paragraph in the third clause
which is foreign to the title of the Bill. I
am not sure I should not raise a point of
order. The words I refer to are as
follows:—

Por the purposes of the Electric Light
and Power Agreement Aet 1413, and sub-
Jjett thereto, current may be supplied to the
city of Perth from the switch house at the
Commonwealth Wireless Station in the Mel-
ville Bond distriet.

Hen, T. Walker: That goes beyond the

., order of leave.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The wireless station
at Appleeross is outside the arca over which
the Perth City Couneil have jurisdiction. Por-
tion of the area on which the wireless station
stands comes within the area handed aver to
the Fremantle distriet. T have no ohjection to
the ecity of Perth taking current from this
switeh house in order to supply Applétross,
but there is no necessity to emhody it in the
Bill, or to give the city legal power to do
this. The Minister for Mines did not explain
why this paragraph was embodied in the Bill.
I undersiand that those who ought to know
what is in this Bill are surprised that the
paragraph should appear in this way, and do
not know for what reason it was inserted.

The Minister for Mines: [ am striking out
the latter part of the clause

Hon. W. {. ANGWIN:
objection to the Bill.

Mr. SPEARER:

a point of order.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN,
cught to do so.

Mr. SPEAKER: At all events my atten-
tian has been drawn to the matter. There is
no doubt if the wircless station was either in
the Belmont Park or the Queen’s Park road
district, the referenee to it would rome
within the arder of leave, but if it is in the
Melville Park distriet, the Bill certainly
goes hevand the order of leave. I do not
Fnow that T should be justified in allowing
the Minister to withdraw the paragraph

Then 1 have no
The hon. member raised

} sald T thought 1
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from the Bill as it is now before us. He
conld, however, withdraw the Bill aitogether,
and move it later as amended.

Hon. T. Walker: That is the betfter plan.

Tho Minister for Mines: We have net pro-
ceeded very far, and [ will withdraw the
Bill for the present. I do not know how
the paragraph became inserted.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Bill will be with-
drawn,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES,

Megsage from the Governor received and
read transmitting the Annual Fstimates of
Revenue and Expenditure for the financial
year 1923-24, amd recommending appropria-
tion,

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1923-824.
In Commiltee of Supply.

The House having resolved itself into a
Committee of Supply to reccive the annual
financial statement, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,

The PREMIER AND TREASURER {Hon.
Sir James Mitchell—Northam) [5.11]: This
ia my fitth Budget. We have passed through
difficult times, but to-day my task is niore
pleasant thun it has heen for the last four
years. We are now winning through. The
cstimated deficit this year will be realised,
and it will be the lowest deficit sinee the
outbreak of war. I have told members be-
fore that our financial troubles are largely
duc te the war, and the aftermath of war.
Tf they will turn to the figures for the past
nineg vears, since 1914, they will sce that we
have been in trouble financially ever sineg the
war hegan, Tt has been said that finanec is
government and that govermment is finance.
Tt is not altogether that, but it is very largely
so. Finance is not only the collection and
expenditure of revenue, but i is also the
earelul hawdiing of borrowed money. Rev-
enue and fipanee genernlly depend a good
deal, in n new couniry like this, on the wise
expenditure of Lorrowed money, beeause by
that expenditure facilities are provided, as
well as the proper means by which such
facilitics are used. .

Finance.

Of course eriticism is levelled always at
finance and it was said, hefore the finances be-
gan to get straight, that evervthing was well
in all direetions except in connection with
finanee.  In all demo-ratic countries 1 sup-
Jose movernments are s-hject fo critieism.
Th- nore peorle have to do with the making
of poveornwerts the preater ripght have they
to eriticiso: at any rate, they exereise that
right pr t*y freely,  And it is not alwagys
us=frl evticism.  Publie finanee is a very
diffiev1t thing to understand.  People say
there i- *- o mueh taxation and too few ad-
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vantages irom government. A great deal is
asked for by way of grants, even by those
who arc most opposed to taxation. I confess
that taxation is high, and I shou!d like very
nueh to see it redueed, We believe in the
work of government, which is to sueh a laege
extent Fnaneial, that we must allow tair
treatment to all se-tions. TFair treatment,
however, is never altoegether appreciated. Each
section of our people believes that good gov-
croment means government for that section,
Lut different treatmment to others, No see-
tivn of the people can alone he helped ex-
eept by a general scheme which benefits all
the people. The policy for this country is to
kuild from the hotton. It is the poliey that
has made us what we are; that will keep ns
moving forward to better things and hetter
times.  When T became Trensurer, I told the
House and the people that there were two
ways of balancing the ledger—one by taxa-
twn, the other by development and produe-
tion. We did in 391920 put on, more or
less as a tenuperary cxpedient, a 15 per eent.
sn;er tax, whieh Inst year brought us in
altogether £80,000. T am sorry that it has
not been possible for me to wipe out that
super tax this year, but I do hope that we
shall be in a position to wipe it out next
year,

Development and Production.

There have, of enurse, been increased de-
velop ment znd increased production, with the
resuit that I am able to come down to this
House to-day and present the statement
which lion. members now have before them.
The people will endorse the Government’s
view as to progress. There is no doubt the
puldic aceopted the Government’s suggestion
that therg should be progress and develop-
ment, more work and greater aetivity every-
where,  Sinee Federation 23 years have past,
and only four times during that period have
we had a credit balance at the end of the
financial year, theugh it is tree that we harve
more than balanced the ledger on other o--
casions.  1mdoultedly there has been much
progress.  Last vear’s financial result shows
it. This year’s estimated result shows a
further improvement, due to the same ecause.
in 1921-22 the deficit was £732,1353, and in
1922.23 the deficit was £405,364. The finan-
cinl resuit for last year was £326,771 hetter
than that of the previors year, due to the
progress of which [ have spoken.

Hon. M. ¥. Troy: Due to the cxpenditure
of loun fends, and plenty of them.  You
vaunot fool vs.

The PREMJER: It would be a very diffi-
¢ult matter to fool anvone so wive as the hon.
member.  Stili, T do not know how we are
tn have progre s without cxpenditure. If
such a thing is possible, T should like to know
of it. 1t would he worth knowing,

Hon, M, F. Troy: You spent loan moneys,
and did not spend revenue. That is all.

The PREMIER: One ean asserf anxthing.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The proofs are here. Go
ahead,
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The PREMIER: I am much obliged to
the hon. member for his permission to go
ahead. I thought perhaps L had the right to
make my statonent. These improvements
are due to the improved earnings of the pub-
lic utilities. Apgain, there has been betfer
control by the Treasury. | know these things
hurt the hon. member.

Hon. M. ¥. Troy: They amuse me.

The PREMIER: It is impossible to amuse
the hon. member. These improvements are
due to better management by permanent
heads and by officials generally. This year’s
eytimate shows a further improvement of
£106,681. That, coming on top of Jast year's
improvement, is in itself a substantial sum.
This anticipated further improvement is again
due, as [ shall show later, to antieipated
better results from publie utilities. The
Committec will realise that with so muech
money invested in public utilities, it is very
easy for the State either to make or to lose
money in that connection.

Hon. M. F, Troy: You can always make
money out of the public utilities by charging
inereased rates.

The PREMIER: The increased rates bave
not covered the increased cost of wages.
Only those who object to increased wages
ghould object to increased rates.

Hon, M. F. Troy: Give us the figures.

The PREMIER: If the wages were put
back to what they were a few years ago, the
freights would paturally be lower. Bearing
the burden of high protection, we must pay
higher wages by reason of the inereased cost
of living. I do mot propose, in submitting
these Estimates, to use as many figures as
has been usual. Al neeessary information
will be found in the printed returns which
have been furnished to hon. members,

Revenue and Ezpenditure.

The estimated revenue for 1922-23 was
£7,260,342, and the estimafed expenditure
£7,649,951, leaving an estimated deficit of
£380,609. The actual figures for last year
were :  revenne  £7,207,492,  expenditure
£7,612,856, leaving a deficit of £405,364, It
will be seen that the actwal deficit was
roughly £16,000 more than I budgeted for.
But we included in our Estimates Jast year
additional taxation under the licensing law
of £61,000, and we hoped to get from the
Hospitals Bill £53,000. Both these faxes
were refused hy the House. It will be seen,
therefore, that I actually did better than I
anticipated, beeause these two amounts were
taken into consideration when the Budget
was being framed. The figures show that I
did better than I anticipated by £98,000.

Mr. Chesson: You got something out of
the. amended licensing legislation,

The PREMIER: Yes, but £61,000 Iess
than we thought.
Mr. Hughes:

taration.

The PREMIER: Tn Victoria, on a very
mnch lower rate of tax, the State gets far
more than we do, because of the greater pro-

But you got more out of
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sperity and higher incomes obtaining there.
Inereased taxation is really obtained by in-
crcased prosperity, because with inereased
prosperity the people have more to pay on.
Last year we contributed to the sinking fund
£223,917. The total deficit now stands at
£35,010,929. For this year the estimated rev-
cnue is £7,542,291, and the estimated expen-
diture £7,840,974, leaving an estimated defi-
vit of £298,683. This last figure represents
au improvement of £106,681 over last year’s
deficit, We shall pay during the year to the
sinking fund £221,807. Thus the difference
between the payment to sinking fund and the
cstimated deficit is now only £76,876. I
shall feel much happicr when the anticipated
deficit is wot greater than our cash contribu-
tion to sinking fund, because in that case we
shall not be losing a penny. As it is, and
disregarding the earnings of the money al-
ready invested in the sinking fund, the losa
wonld appear to be £76,876. The reduced
defieit is largely due to improved results
from our public utilities. Let e point out
that for the month of July and for the
month just ending, August, the improvement
over the corresponding months of last year
will be between £40,000 and £50,000. If
that improvement ecan be maintained we
shall do even better than I have anticipated.

Monthly Financial Statement.

Month by month there is issued to the
public a statement of Western Australia’s
finance and revenue position. Tbat monthly
statement does not mean very much, and I
will tell hon. members why. Each month the
State pays a proportion of interest and sink-
ing fund, now amounting to £230,000. We
endeavour to pay our debts each month, in-
cluding this interest and sinking fund. The
monthly collections, however, are on a totally
different basis. Interest on money loaned is
collected periodically, as a rule half-yearly.
We get these payments mostly in December
and Junc. The total of them for 1922-23
was  £606,051. Therefore, whilst we pay
interest monthly, we get it refunded to us
only periodically,  Land rents, which for
162223 amounted to £311,360, come to the
Treasury for the most part in two months of
the year, namely March and September.
Taxation, too, comes in largely during the
closing menth of the year. In 1922-23 col-
lections froin taxation amounted to £987 558,
of which £32%466 was received during May
and June. Railway earnings also are very
much better during the closing months of
the financial year. The harvest is in then,
and so there is more traffie, with more
freipht. TLast financial year for the sgix
months from January to June the railway
revenue amonnted to £1,564,488, while for the
half-year from July to December the railway
revenue was £1,321,882. It will be recog-
nised, therefore, that the monthly statement
affords no indication of the position for the
year. 1 make this explanation because last
year it was often suggested, not by hon.
members but by people outside, that the defi-
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¢it vonld not possibly come back, when at go
late o period of the yiear it was so high.
The improvem«nt is due to the Government’s
manarement of the finances, and also due to
the faet rhat the varivus collections to whick
I have referred come in only at stated periods
of the year. The Treasurer’s real fight i3
against  depression and  stagnation. The
trouble is that the State does so much here,
entering into the life of the people with tran-
sport facilities and other facilities to such
an extent that if there bc stagpation and de-
pression, the first to feel it is naturally the
Treasurer. Some countries do not own rail-
ways and harbour facilities, and therefore
the Treasury is not so immediately affected
by a depression in trade. For the financial
results of our public utilities the volume of
trade is all important.

Incidence of Taration,

The cirenlation of moncy, and the
enterprise and activity shown by the
people, all count; they all eontribute to
the financial results. Sometimes we say,
‘‘This section of * the people are not
contributing to the income tax, and therefore
they pay no taxation at all.”’ Bnt let
us make no mistake about that. No man can
do anything without eontributing in some way
to the revenue. The man whoe perhaps is not
paying ineome tax will use the trams and
trains, and wiil alse be responsible for some
of the revenue raised through harbour dues.
In hundreds of ways each man is responsible
for some proportion of taxation. His trade
hears its proportion of taxation, although
somehody else pays it directly to the Treas-
ury. So the State gets something from every-
body, and something from everything that is
done. It does not follow, because a man does
not pay the shilling down on the counter of
the Treasury, that he does not have it put
down there for him by somebody else.

Mr. Willeock: It is just as well you ad-
mit that the trader passes taxation on.

The PREMIER: T lope I will always be
honest enough to admit a thing which [ can
gee and which is obviows. 1 have always
contended it 3is from activities of vari-
ous descriptions that our best revenue comes.
Victoria ha< proved that. Tn Western .Aus-
trolia, with our small population, we depend
very largely opon primary production. I de
nnt refer to agriculture alone, but to all frrms
of primary production, including mining, pas-
torzl, porirultural and other indvstries whieh
are essentially primary.  Our trothles have
beent a-lded to beeau-e onr scantv population
iz <cattered. We have to provide facilities for
the pesanle and naturally facilitics are more
eastl¥ in a eountry where the population is
scattered than in one where the popniation is
denzer. The Fstimates have heen designed
this vear to meet the growing needs of o
growing State, There is mueh to do in pro-
viding facilities for the peonle and we mean
to Ao it if we eon, and as we ean. We have
put our hands to the plough: there can be no
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turning back. 1 shall Jdeal with the various
industries and their possibilities in proper -e-
queuce.

Feeaominy in Pullic Surviec

While we are discussing the question of fin-
aunee, I wish to joint out to hon, members that
economy has been effected within the Public
Service. That result has been possible only
by good management by the departmental
heads and those generally in control. It is
common knowledge that it takes a lot of
money to make up for bad management. Too
often in Government departments the manage-
ment has been a little careless. This has been
due, I suppose, to the stringency of the t{imes
and the depression that has heen evidenced.
The management exercised by departmental
heads has much improved. The public imagine
that a Minister watches over every detail of
his department, including all items of expen-
diture, It is the duty of a Minister to see
that the organisation of his department is
as perfeet as possible, and that his depart-
mental chiefs do their jobs., These officials
Luve beea made to feel their responsibility and
T believe most of them have a full sense of
their responsibilities nowadnys. Perhaps not
all these officials possess that fol)l sense of
their responsibilities but all have given evi-
dence of it to some extent. At any rate, all
have shown a lively interest in the work that
comes under their control. The Treasury,
through the officials of that department, con-
trol the finanees of the State, including the
expenditure and the revenue collected in all
departments, This is 50 to an extent hitherto
unknown. This, again, has been brought about
by real necessity. We have had to cconomise,
and if hon. members look into the matter
they will sec there has heen great improve-
ment. They will find that the Publie Serviee
Commiscioncr and the departmental heads of
the Public Serviee generallv, are responsible
for mueh of the good work that has been
done. Tt is only right that the respansibility
ahould be placed wpan the officials and that
they shonld shonlder the responsibilities for
whieh they are paid. Nothing in the direction
of details of management can he too well at-
tended to, and T desire to acknowledge the
work the officials are doing.

Actual Reveane nnd Ezpcanditirc.

I shall tell the Committee what our revenue
really i and what we are doing with it, Last
vear the actoal revenue wes €£7.207402, Of
thet tatal. €1.000.147 was derived from public
utilities : £73,773 from tradinp concerns,
reconups;  £606,053. Feing refunds of im-
terest on monexs loaned through the Agrienl-
tural Bank, the Soldier Settlement Seheme, and
so on: £2350.821, to cover the loss on public
utilities,  These amounts total €4.930.796,
which is not true revenue at all. That money
merely represents sums received at the Treas-
ury and paid away again for services rem-
dered, and which have cost mdre than we re-
ceived for the services we rendered. Deduct-
ing these items from the total revenue, we
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ha.e o ¢lear, actoal revenue of £2.276,696.
Hon. members may 2sk how the Govermment
have used the money. On educational, medical
and other free services we spend €1,133,393. In-
terest and sinking fund on money not loaned
te the public nor charged up to the ]nll_?!u:
ntilities represented an expenditure pf £573,-
523, and on payments under special Acts,
which provide for amounts we nmst pay each
year to the Mint, for the coxl of Parliament,
the upkeep of aborvigines, and so f_nf‘rhr, we
spent £217,725, or a total of £1,924,6G43 l':ll:lt
1evt us for all other scrviees, £3532,053. Aguinst
that item we expendad en o disary povern-
mental serviees £757,417, rronting.u (}eﬁmt
of £405,364. Of that amount, £223,817 waa
paid into the sinking fund. The point T wish
to make is that our revenue is a little over
two and a quarter millions and of that we
spent nearly lalf on free serviees, including
edueation and so on. W cannot escape from
those payments, wnd no onc would desire to
sec that expenditure eut down. The actual
expenditure for 1822.23 in connection with
the publie utilities was £2,923,477; the esti-

mated interest and sinking fund eharges
amonnted to  £1,327491, or a total of
£4,250,968, The revenue totalled £4,000,147.

There was, therefore, an acvtnal loss on the
public utilitics of £230,821. The estimated
expenditure for the current financial year
is £2,037,311, and the estimated payments
for interest and sinking fund, £1,371,136, or
a total of £4,308,447, The estimated revenne
from these public ntilities for the current
finaneinl vear is £4,160,434, leaving a short-
age of £148013, That shows an improve-
ment, as apainst last year’s figures, of
£106,681. [ quote these figures hecause T
want the Conunittee 1o realise how important
the publie utilitics are in the general scheme
of State finance, The main items covered in
the estimated revenue show the follawing in-
creases:—Railways £138,630;  other  public
utilities, £21,657; taxation, £28442. Hom
members need not be alarmed regarding the
lust mentioned item Fecanse the inerease is
due to the liguor tax. DLast vear tuxation
under that heading came in badly during the
last six months, T expeet there will be a big
improvement.

Mr. Pickering:
expreted ?

The PREMIER: XNo, to date the receipts
have been mach less than we should have re-
ceived. We will get the liquor tax fur the
next 12 monihs. Othor main items included
in the estimated inecrease in revenuc are:
—Departmental, £139,485—this  represcats
largely transfers—timber, £21,255.  Other
items show decreases, which bring the esti-
mated inercase down to £334,799.  The muin
items covered by ihe inereased expenditure
include £216,3%4 mnder special Acts; £5,620
on edueation: £9,838 for the (‘rown Law De-
partment—this is dne to the ¢lection to be
beld dater—and €22149 on zreconnd of the
railwirve,  The State batteries, whiel T will
explain loter, sl otlur poems Siow devroases
Wincie the vet juerense down tn €295,118%,
thus Yeaving ma hprovement of  £101,681,

Is that the amount yon
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T lave already indiented that the expendi-
ture in connection with the Crown Law De-
partment  shows  an  increase of nearly
£1n600.  OFf that smount, £7,5345 represents
the cstimated expenditure to be incurred dur-
ing the fortheoming eleciion. Another special
deerease  of  revenne  affeets  the  Fish-
cries  Department  to  the  extent  of
£13,000, This is  oceasioned  beeause
there las Tweer no  royalty on o posums
this vear.  An inerease of £11,000 is shown
regarding (he .Pulilic Serviee. We have pro-
videdd for [wo sections in connection with
that serviee.  One ineludes the officers who
recetve automatic increases until they get
€264 | er unnum.  The other section ineludes
those who gel grade increases.  Offieers in the
latter elass claim that they should be in re-
ceipt of autematic inercases. T do not think
the «Inim is justified, but the value of their
positions is fixed and by grade inerements the
officers veach {hicir maximum salaries.  This
year we provide abont £€11,000 for grade in-
creases.  The estimated expenditure on eduo-
cation  for the current finaneinl vear ia
L571,802; for medieal and health, £176,313;
Tor police, £179,489; for gaols, £23302;
lanaey, £88,864; State ehildren. £03,907:
ahorigines, £6,813; or a total of £1,140.493.
The estimated receipts from taxation repre-
sent £1.016,000, and £94,823 which will he
received as revenue by these departments.
These figures show that the estimated expen-
diture will be £29,669 more than the total
of the' e departmental collections and the tax-
ation together. This means that we spend
aeh more on free services than we get by
way of taxation. T trust hon. members will
realise what that means. Last vear the de-
ficleney was £30,952, The additional revenue
we will reecive from the liquor tax will im-
prove the position this year.

Taration comparisons,

While T am on the subjeet of taxation ex-
renditure 1 would like to mention that T am
often confronted with this statement, ““Bug
Yietoria is very muoch more lightly taxed
than Western Austenlia.”” T am also told
tha* Western Australinns who remain heve and
1ay tuxation, advise other people not to in-
vest their money in Western Australin but to
invest it in  Vietorin hecause taxation is
lighter there.  That is aot se, really, and T
cannot wuderstand why pepople who pay in-
come tax do not know that there is something
mare than income tax that they must pay.
When wople 1atk of taxation, of coirse thev
always have in mind income tax; it seems to
be always income tax and no other form of
taxation, T assure bhon. wembers that taxa-
fion is setunally higher in Vietoria than it is
in this State.

Hon, W. €. Anowin:
i, per head.

Tre PREMIER: Two of nmv friends,
memboers of another place, have stated that
they Live advised some of Sleir fricnds to
invest their expdtal in Vietoria Leeause they
would be veiy muell better off there.  The

Tn 1921 it was about
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people of Victoria are just as heavily taxed,
under the beading of income taxation as we
are licre, because whilst we tax the man on
the bigher rung, Vietoria levies most of her
taxation from the man on the lower rung. L
wish te compare taxation in Vietoria with
taxation in Western Australia. Hon. mem-
bers know full well that there is little Jdiffer-
cnee between the per capita taxation in Vie-
toria and that of Western Australjn, but my
desire is that the publie also should know.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The public do not
know because they have been told differently
by the chief.

The Minister for Agriculture: Whose
chief?
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yours.

The PREMIER: In Victoria in 1920-21
the taxation per head was £2 10s. 4d. and
that of Western Awvstralia £2 17s. 94, or a
difference of ovly 7s. 3d. In New Sonth
Wales it was £3 10¢. 81. and in Queensland
£4 17s. 114, South Australia’s fipure waa
£3 6s. and that of Tasmania £3 6s. 7d. Thus
members wiil see that taxation in Wesiern
Australia was the lowest cexeept that of Vie-
toria.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We become the high-
est when the Federal taxes are imposed.

The PREMIFR: Tn 1921.22 Victoria’s
taxation per head was £2 7s. 8d4. und that of
Western Australic £2 11s. 5d., or only 3s.
9d. more than that of Vietoria. Tn 1920-21
Western Australia collected 7s. 5d. per head
more than Vietoria and spent 63, 11d. per
head more on education than did Vietoria.
Hon, members will thus see that one item
alone nearly balanecs the amount. But there
is something more than income tax to pay
in Victorin, and de not let us be deceived.
Tt is my desire that we should have lower
taxation Peeavse T think it is too high at the
pregent time, At the same time we must
have money with which to carry on and with
which te balance the ledger. 1 wish to point
out what taxation really does mean. For in-
atance, taxation includes probate and succes-
ston daes. In Victoria in 1920-21 this source
produced £702,463, while in Western Aus-
tralian the total was merely £42407. Thus
Vietoria raised under that heading alone six-
teen times the amount collected in this State.
Of course I do not lose sipght of the faet
that the popnlation of Vietoria is four and a-
half times greater than that of Western Aus-
tralia. By means of stamp drties Vietoria
raised in the same vear £930,221, whilst we
raised £1774(4. Vietoria's collection was
five times greater than ours. By way of
land tax Victoria rveeceived £331,756, whilst
we colleeted £37,791.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: You will have to in-
erease thal.

The TPREMIER: In Victoria licenses
yiclded £274,020 whilst we recovered £41,020.
TUnder the heading of “Other taxation™ Vie-
toria received £17,170 and Western Australia
colleeted £57,448, We imjose a tax on the
totalisator which was responsible in the year
under review for the figure I just guoted.
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That {ax docs not exist in Vietorin. The
total receipts in that vear came to £3,816,833
in Vi¢toria, while our figures were £953,359.
As T have told hon. members, Vietoria’s popu-
lation is four i} a-half times greater than
ours, and lon. members will see that the
tasation in that Htute is also four and a-half
timus greater than our-. I am not defending
cur taxation und [ do not desire to have
more than I require for the purpese of car-
eving on the government of the country, At
the same time 1 hope to be able to reduce
taxotion some day.

Tlon. W. C. Angwin: When you occupy this
side of the Iouse!?

The PREMIER: 1
leave this bench.

Mr, Heron: Then you have not much time,

The PREMIER: We are used to sitting on
this side and we intend to remain here.

will do it before I

Opportunitics for Inveslors,

Having compared the taxation in Vietoria
with that of Western Australia, I think [ am
entitled to ask that these people who make
money in this State should invest it here.
We give them cheap rents for leases of all
kinds, and we supply cheap land for farming,
and it ig not right, when the time arrives for
them to give up work, that they should take
their moncy away to a country where they
think the taxation is less. Neither is it right
that any of our legislators should say to
thosc peopie that they swould be better off
it they iuvested their money in a State like
Victorin. T think T have convinced hon,
members that taxation in that State is not
lighicr than owrs. 1 admit that the ineome
tax is lighter in Victoria for the man with a
Eigr inrome. We in Western Australia start
with a 2d. rate, whilc Vietoria starts with
3d. My friends, too, have n bad habit of
quoting the rtate of the tax levied on
incomes from personal exertion. Ian Victoria
on a1 £300 taxable inecome derived from per-
sonal ecxertion the rate is 3d., while on pro-
perty it is 6d. Ta Western Australia it ig
4.80. Tt will be seen therefore that for the
average person there is not much difference.
Up to £1,5300 there is not a great difference
in the tax on jyroperty. In Vietoria it is
10d., whilst in Western Australia it is 11.8d.
I have been told that we shall not be able to
seeure the investment of moncy in Western
Australia while the income tax is se high.
Gut noman who has money to invest will ask
himself where b2 ean best place it. If he is
a wise man he will not say, ** How nmch in-
come tax will 1 have to pay?’' He will ask
himself, ‘‘How much ean I get for any
money [ may invest in Western Australia?’’
If with £20,400 the investor can make £5,000
a vear in Western Australia, as againgt a
tower return in Vi-toria, he will willingly pay
onr income tax. 'The faet remains that money
is cominz to Western Australia for invest-
ment.  Let me ask hon. members how is it
that money is going to New South Wales, as
it is poing to no other State in the Common-
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weulth,  We know that in New South Wules
taxation is higher than it is in  Vieteria.
When we exandne the position thorowghly
we find that Vietoria raises money by nicans
of taxation to the same extent as we dp,
thongh by different methods. In these days
of high taxation, if there is a tax to which
we might take exception, it is the probate
duty., Previou:ly income taxation was very
Yight and it was proper that an estate, on
the death of the owner, should pay heavily to
the State. But when an individual, 25 be does
to-day, pays ncarly half his income, chiefly
to the ederal Govermment, it beeonies a little
hard that probate duty should be as high ag
it is to both State and Commonwealth. This
tax produces considerable revenue for Vie-
toria. i

Mr. Davies: But it does not matter so
much when o man is dead.

The PREMIER: But it does matter. A
man may leave z business to three or four
sons and the probate duty may impose a
considerable strain on that business, I belicve
that, given some eapital, a man will make
far more money in Western Australia than he
could in Victoria, for opportunitics here are
greater, trade is good, and he eau rent busi-
ness premises at a lower rate.

Mr. Willecock: There are not many busi-
ness premises at a low rental in Western Aus-
tralia.

The PREMIER: Victoria was developed
on cheap money many years ago—her public
men saw to that—and to-day her people are
rich because of that. Buk, taking all forms of
taxation, and the preater cost of land in Vie-
toria, it iy clear that land men are mneh het-
ter off in Western Anstralia. This State was
standing still while Vietoria was developing

Mr. Harrison: That was hefore 7894,

The PREMIER: And since then. Vietoria
took full advantage of rheap moncy, cheap
Inhour, and cheap land to sceure cheap de-
velopment.,

Mr. Angelo: Wonld not Sonth Australia,
with her higher tasation of 1s. 9d., provida
for us a better comparison than Vietoriat

The PREMIFER: I specially told hon, mem-
berg that T was taking the lowest taxed State
of all.

Mr. Angelo:  SBouth Auatralia’s develop-
ment iz more akin to our own.

The PREMIER: How hopeless it reems to
make the hon. member understand! T have
heen endeavouring to naint out that income
taxation is not the only taxation, and I
have been to some trouble to show what the
other taxes sre. T have purposely taken
Victoria, as the lowest taxed State, to com-
pare with Western Amnstralia, In South
Anstratia the average ineomc tax is more
than it is in this State. T am sorry that T
should have wasted my time,

Hon. P, Collier: TFven the wise men nod
sometimes.

The PREMIER- Tet me tell hon. mem-
bers what is happening, Notwithstanding the
taxation, people are coming from the Fast to
take up station properties and buy farms in
Western Australia,
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Hon. W, G. Angwin: Of course, you are
now talking to your ewn supporters, We
vver here know all about it,

The PREMIER: Also they are coming
from the East to set np in business here, and
I venture to say that before very long they
will be coming in greater numbers. Of course,
43. 7d. in the £ is enormouns]y high taxation.
Xohody wants to have it so hizh, but we must
get straight before reducing taxation.

Hon, T. Walker: You will never get straight
until you reduce taxation.

The PREMIER: There was a time when
the hon. member thought tuxation a blessing
in disguise. X hope hom. members will ex-
amine for themselves the figures I have
given, and that those figures dealing with
taxation in Vietoria, as compared with our
own, will be fully understood.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If hon. meinbers will
take the Commissioner’s repert, they will see
it all there. The President of the Primary
l.’rcédueers’ Asgsociation can go and hide him-
self. :

The Deficit.

The PREMIER. To the 30th June last the
deficit was £5,910,029, Of this, there was
funded £3,785341, while £2,125,588 was mnot
funded. We have authority to fund another
£301,364, and an Act will be pecessury to fond
£1,824,224. When speaking on the Address-
in-reply I omitted to say that T would deal
with the deficit in the Budget. However, 1
do not propose to touch upon it at anmy great
length to-night, nor to deual exhaustively with
loan cxpenditure, beeause we shall have the
Loan Estimates down in the course of the
next few days. During last year we gpent
from loan £3,660,514. Of that amount
£2.368,428, or G5 per cent. of the total, was
granted to farmers. I Jdo not think it neces-
sary at this stage te deal further with last
vear’s expenditure, but I should Tike to point
out that our net loan indebtedness. as at the
30th June, 1923, was £49,704.803, the gross
loan indebtedness being £58,485,854, and the
ginking fund £8,781,051. Against our net
loan indebtedncss we have, well invested in
revenue earnin? concerns, advances to indi-
vidnals £10,900,00; publie utilities and trad-
ing eonecerns, £32,400,000; transferred praper-
ties, money owing by Commonwealth, £834,000
and greup settlements £440,000, or a total of
£44,569,000. From this have to be deduneted
water supply dehentures not inclided in the
publie debt, £345000. Tn addition wmany
other works are direetly or indirectly revenue
prodncing, works such as the euter harbeurs
at Geraldton and Albanvy, representing €527.-
000; public buildings £015,000; rabbit-preef
fence £320.000; plant and stock sospense
£115,000, and other small amounts, the com-
plete list representing £1,025,000.  The total
net indebtedness, therefore, not covered by
investments is less than £4,000,000, 8o it will
be seen that our loan money has been well in-
vestedd, That is the point T wish to maks. For
the most part it is earning interest. Some-
times people are heard saying that the State
is on the verge of hankruptey. Why, if we
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were to sell our public utiities to-morrow, we
should get for them very mech more than we
owe, and jn addition, we would bave the right
to all nur Jand or, alternatively, to tax so muej;
of thw loned 2« has been sold. { hgee already
saisdl that Gninee does not wmean merely the
vollection and expenditure of money. It weans
the expuenditure of loan moneys, as well as of
revenne,  We horrow money, first to loan to
individuals, secondly to construct public works
that will poy, and thirdlv to meet expenditure
not diveetly Interest carning.  loiang to in-
dividuals for developmental work, if wisety
controlled, must resnlt in great good to
the general taxpaver. We lend money to
constreet  publie  works that will pay.
We know that public works rcan only
pay if they are utilised, and that their
utilisation is onl¥ possible throngh in-
creased production.  When we lend money to
individuals for developmental work we lend it
to everybody, beeause it means inereased trade,
and inereased revenue to the Treasury from u
yreater number of people. The utmost ecare
has been exercised in the expenditure of bor-
rowed money. It is clear that we eannot de-
velop the State without borrowed money.
Morcover, if the money is invested in the mak-
ing of farms we cannot expect it back in 12
months or two vears. Prohably we have to
carry the loan for 2 number of years. But
for the Agricultural Bank there wonld have
been very little agricultural development
in this State. We should not be get-
ting the millions we are from the agri-
enlturist each vear, but for that hank. Just
as it was good to loan mopey for this work
in the past, =0 it is good and necessary to-
day.

Borrowing.

[ repeat that as the result of war we found
our investeld money costing £700,000 more
than the investments browght in, This was
due to the fact that the interest had heen
increased during the war period. To bring
bhiack again inte profitable nge the facilities
provided by loan money has been our great
concern.  We had teo faee an annwal less or
to inerease our population, our trade and our
production. That annual loss of £700,000
would have gone on indefinitely bal not
snecial efforts been made to right the posl-
tion. This has bheen done to a great cxtent.
During the last ecight years we have spent
£31,000,000 in getting the State where it is
to-lay. T belicve that with an addjtional
£20.000,000 we can double the produvction
resnlting  from  the expenditure of that
£34,000,000: indecd it can he done with much
less. Settlement of the people on the land
means greater trade activity, work for the
ailwaye and for the harbours, greater oppor-
tonity to all seetions of the commuuity. The
army of taxpavers is increased, and in con-
sequence the burden of taxation is deereased.
Tf we merely sald land and leaned money for
the exclusive henefit of the individual farmer,
it might well he that ebjection would be
raised to our work. But we do not do that.
Tt i not a question of piving a man land
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and lending him money te develop the lapnd
for his own use; it i3 a question of pro-
ducing wealth which is to be used by all
people. It is the all-rownd advantage of this
work which makes it possible for us to come
down here year after vear and usk autherity
for the securiny of more moncy to be loaned
to fartaer:, We hear criticism of the pew
sefileis, Year after vear we hear people cry,
“'Buy your hutter, your eggs and your bacon
in Vietorit., For goodness’ sake, de¢ not let
your pwn aeres produce it.’’ But with the
aid of this horrowed moncy we are going to
muake our own aerey produce it.

Sitting suspt wded from 6.15 to 7.30 pon.

Sinking Fund.

The PREMIER: Our sinking fund has
now reached the respectable total of
£8,781,051 as against our loan indebtedness
of £38,485,864. T wish to stress the differ-
ence between our sinking fund und the sink-
ing fund in any other State. Our sinking
fund is in the hands of trustees in London,
and the Government have no control over it.
At June, 1922, the five other States had a

vombinedl sinking fund of £5,777,046 as
against a Ioan  indebtedness aggregating
£451,020,848. Tf the sinking funds of the

other States had been equal to ours, therc
would bave been in the sinking funds of the
Austradian Staies not fourteen and a half
millions, hut eighty-one millions. Therefore,
the Eastern States have not done so well
aa we have. Turther, their sinking funds
are not invested in Lendon, For the
most part they are kept in the public ae-
counts. They set aside an amount from rev-
cnue that is left in the publie account and
therefore their sinking fund is under the
control of the Government. Our sinking fund
represents a very large sum against our in-
debtedness; it is three million pounds more
against our indehtedness than the whole of
the other States have against an indebted-
ness eight times as great.

Hon, W. ". Angwin: Seeing we are paying
interest on that money, fdo you think the
sinking fund is of very much henefit?

The PREMTER: There may be no benefit
at present, TFor 19 vears out of the 23 vears
we have been federated, we have had a debit
halanee. There 35 no benefit at the moment,
hut we get interest on the sinking fund, the
difference being that the interest enrned by
fhe sinking tund ia adied to the sinking
fund, whereas we have to endeavour to
gruare the leduer each year after paving the
statutery requircments to the sinking fund.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: That is. we are pay-
ing as much for interest as we are receiving
by way of interest.

The PREMIER: Yes, hut it is incloded in
onr indeldedness. But for our sinking fund,
we wouldl have a very small deficit indeed.
Tf the other States of the Commonwealth
hal previded sinking funds in preportion to
ours, ther would have been in a similar posi-
tion finanecially.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are saving
the amount of interest to their people.

The PREMIER: No, they are not saving
a penny. The sinking fund belongs to the
State and is earning for the people of the
State as much as they are paying on the
deficit.

Hon, W. (.
Fears.

The PREMIER: Yes; the hon. member
has struck a bogey for once.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There is no bogey
about it.

The PREMIER: Yes, a bogey, absolutely.
I do not contend that we are gaining very
much by the sinking fund. The point is that
eur deficit wonld not be so large if we had
not to provide a sinking fund. Tf the other
States had contributed in a similar propor-
tion to sinking funds, they too would have
had deficits.
* Hon. W. C. Angwin: And if we had not
contributed, our deficit would not be so large.

The PREMIER: Quite so.

Angwin: Not during lats

Workers® Compensation Fund.

The money necessary to provide a sufficient
guarantee against possible losses for workers’
cempensation, unlike the sinking fund, jis in
the public account. It is computed by the
statistician that the amount necessary to
guarantee against any possible call on this
fund is £50,000. I do not know why that
sum should he wanted, but the fund now
stands at that amount. The ordinary rate
is provided on this year’s Estimates, but if
there be an overpayment during the year, it
will be transferred to revenue. Tf the claims
during the year he greater than the fund,
ihe shortage will have to be made good. It
is quite useless to build up the fund beyond
£50,000. As a matter of fact, we have pever
needed that amount. The fund was started in
Angust, 1913, and the annual contribution
from all sowrces amounis to £18,000 to
£20,000. The rates vary according to the
different classes of employces. For clerieal
employees the rate is 1s. while for sawmill
emrloyes it amounts to 45s. [ mention this
beeause there is £50,000, which bhas been
taken out of revenue, to the eredit of this
fund, that amount having been more than
was neeessary to meet  claims under the
Workers’ Compensation Act. We insure our
own workers, and I think we have been pay-
ing in more than was necessary.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You have paid out
less than has been paid in.

The PREMIER: The idea 4s to keep the
fund with a £50,000 reserve.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: It is a good
advertisement for State insurance.

The PREMIER: T do mrot know that it
bas any bearing on State insurance,

Public Utilities in Metropolitan Aren.

The publie utilities that are entirely a
responsibility of the taxpayers of the metro-
politan area are water sapply, sewerage,
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tramways, and electricity supply. These
services are specially charged against the
metropolitan area. Sueh works are designed
to serve that area, and the people whom
they serve have to meet the charges. ‘These
works are not to any extent a charge
against the general taxpayer. When we
have a large number of people congragated
in a small area, these works are more neces-
sary and costly than they otherwise would
be. We regret the increase of populatien
in the metropokitan area, but for all that,
it keeps on increasing. Our maunufactures
are few and small, but are steadily in-
creasing, and I hope in time we shall be
able to supply most of own requirements.
More than half the population of the State
is congregated within a radivs of twenty
miles of the G.P.O. and, notwithstanding
that, we also maintain about 100,000 people
‘n the Eastern States, people engaged 1n
supplying our wants.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We must try to over-
come that,

The PREMIER: T cntirely agree ‘with the
hon. member; we must endeavour to manu-
facture our own requirements. The raw
material passes our door, finds its way to
factories in the Eastern States and is then
returned to us in the shape of finished
articles.

Mr. Willeoek: It is all nonsenge to talk
like that. If private people will not find
the capital, how can you alter it?

Mr. Mann: Are not they finding the
eapital?

The PREMIER: T think private capital
will come in and establish these works, As
a matter of faet, works are being estab-
lished. The other day 1 inspected Sand-
over’s factory where a hundred men are
employed making furniture. Many other
factories have been established.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: T thought they would
come our way after the warning you gave
cmployers the other day in the cvent of
their not starting certain works.

The PREMIER: God forbid that I should
go all the way with the hon. member.

Mr. Willcoek: There is a smaller propor-
tion of industrial pepulation in Perth than
in any other eapital eity in Australia.

AMr. Mann: The reason is obvious; there
is no market execpt our own,

The PREMIER: There is another factor
to be considered; the people in the Eastern
States engaged in supplying our wants are
fed hy the farmers of Victoria and New
South Wales. If these people were living
here, our farms would have a bigger market
for their produce. That would be a great
advantage to our producers. I hope there
will soon bc many wore factories in our
metropolitan area, and that more employ-
ment will thus bhe provided. It is difficult
to understand what the large populatien in
our metropolitan area find to do. Unless
more factorvies are established, I fear we
shall have more pecople in our metropolitan
area than we c¢an find work for.
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Lands Department.

I Ao net intend to deal at length with the
Lands Department, because [ spoke fully
upon it during the dcbate su the Address-
in-reply. During 1§922-23 {he appliications
approved, including group settlement, num-
bered 3,930 for areas aggregating 1,943,681
acres, an average of 495 acres each. This
constitutes almost a reeord, the figures
having been exceeded in 1911-12 only, when
the area approved was 1,970,082, The
pastoral leases last year represented
5,738,339 acres, but the territorial revenue
is less by £4360, due to the fact that
during the first five years of occupation,
conditional purchase land pays interest on
only the cost of survey. The lcases issued
five years ago arc coming into full payment
now, hut setection in 1817-15 and 1918-19
wag very small indeed and so eur revenue
from this sonree must decrease for a year
or two until we reach the period when the
larger sales will come into full payment,
Of course, year by vear payments for land
are being compieted.  For these reasons,
our territorial revenue will be less this year
by £4,360.

Agricultural Bank.

The Agricultural Bank has ontstanding
authorisations amounting to £1,505,199,
representing chiefly work to be done in the
wheat belt. There are some people who
argue that we are developing only the
Scuth-West. As a matter of fact, our
autherisations for the wheat belt are twice
as great as the authorisations for the
wetter portions of the Siate,

Mr. Willeoek: All the same, that wmoney
is not being used.

The PREMIER: Yes, the farmers used
nearly a million pounds last year. During
the ciecht weeks ended the 2ith Aupust, the
authorisations amounted to £165,950. This
means that a tremendous amount of work
is weiting to be done, and T wonld be very
glad if the clearing could be done at once,
beeanse we want thoe ingreased production
that this expenditure will bring to the
State. I need not discuss the Agricultural
Bank more fully, because a further oppor-
tunity will be afforded when the Loan
Estimates are considered. Tt has donec
magnificent work. Tf it had not been for
the Agriculfural Bank we should have been
jin a had way from the paint of view of
wheat development.

Mr. Latham: TYou are putting teo much
work upnn it.

Mr. Willeock:
eern,

The PREMIFER: I do not know what the
meimnher for York means.

Mr. Latham: TYou are putting the group
settlements upon it now.

The PREMIER: Y do not think rhe bank
has too much waork i0 do. Under the syvstem
of decentralisation the work is made much
lighter. The prineinal of the bank on the
ordinary acceunt to the 30th June Iast

It is a State trading con-
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was £2949427 nand the soldiers’ account
£4216,992, The inferest owing on ordinary
account was £261,805 and on soldiers’ account
£286378. The repayments to the bank on
the ordinary account, apart frem the sol-
diers was £1,611,003. Soldiers have repaid
£156,388, but they have not yet covered the
reriod of repayments.

Industries Assistance Board.

The Tndustries Assistance Board advances
for 1922.23 amounted to £1,103,085, Since
its inception the board have advanced
£7,204,160. Wheat collections for the vear
ended 3Nth .June last amounted to £5320,332,
and since the inception of the board,
£6.501,291 has been rveceived on acgonnt of
wieat grown by the clients of the hoard. The
halance outstanding to date is £1,349,653. Al-
together 70 men paid off their indebiedness
to the hoard last vear. Since the inception
of the bopard 1,190 men have paid off their
hdebtedness.  Including soldiers there are
now 1,707 men on the hoard. We have de-
ceniralised the work and now have offices in
such centres as Northam, Bruce Rock, Kun-
unoppin, Kellerherrin, Geraldton, Narrogin,
Katanuing, Bunbury, and Perth, These
offices are doing good work. Tt will be pos-
sible for them to collect the interest and re-
demption money as it becomes due from time
to time, When all the accounts were paid in
Perth the system was more difficult to con-
trol. By dceentralisation alone ean we
achieve any good results.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: There is not mueh
trouble in colleeting interest when the Gorv-
ernment pay it.

The PREMIER: Under the Soldier Settle-
ment Scheme, from its ineepition to the 31st
July last, there have been 8,155 applications
for land, 6.644 certificates issned, and 4,941
loans approved. The Agricaltural Bank ap-
provals amount to £5,067,671, and the ad-
vaneces to £4,414,805. The Lands Department
expenditure on this aceount was £1,3112,973,
on the purchase of estates, drainage, clear-
ing, cte., incloding ¢xpenditure on estates not
vet seitied. The Publiec Works Denartment
expenditure on roads and drainage amounted
to £118,474.

Group Settlements.

We now come to group settlements. There
are 72 groups established, comprising 1,401
men, and the expenditure has been, to the
Ast July Iast, £476,500. Group scttlement
was decided upon as the hest means of de-
veloping the wet South-West., We always
have advanced for clearing land, for fencing
it, for erecting houses, ete. We are doing ne
more than this under the group settlement
scheme, What we are doing, and we did not
do this in the case of the wheat Iands, is to
provide supervision. The men on the group
seitlements are not working as the wheat
farmers did. The wheatgrower went out,
took up his block, and managed his own con-
ecrn, and he got full value for the work he
did.
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Mr, Willcoek:
temance,

The PREMIER: Not at all. He was paid
for all the work he did. If his clearing was
worth 30s. an aere, he reeeived 30s. an aere.

Mr. Willeoek: If he liked. Thousands of
people developed their holdings without get-
ting what they should have got.

Tlie PREAMIER: A man is foolish who
takes more than he needs. Between them all
they got nearly 10 millions of money, includ-
ing that spent on soldier settlement. Under
the gromp scttlement scheme npothing more
is done in the way of advances than the hank
has always done. It is the bank system ap-
plied in a different way. We supervise the
work and pay a living allowance, as well as
transport the goods. We control the work
until sueh time as the settlers ean live by
means of their own crops. The system is the
same.

Mr. Pickering: But there are more ad-
vantages,

The PREMIER: Yes. We advance the
cost of the work done, and advance in n way
that is more comfertable and convenient to
the farmer. We adopt thiz system in the
South-West, because a man cannot go alome
into that area and make much impression on
the forest. As one of a group of 20, he can
clear his land under supervision mueh more
economically than he would otherwise do, and
ean expeet to produce more quickly than un-
der any other arrangement. The guestion we
have to ask ourselves is whether the land is
worth devcloping, and whether it is eapable
of producing wealth in sufficient quantities
to make it pay.

Mr. Pickering: Unquestionably!

Mr. Willcock: That iz not the question.
The question i3, how soon we can get our
money back.

The PREMIER: The question ig, do we
ecome from the North or do we belong fo the
Bouth?

Mr. Latham:
Australia.

The PREMIER: If we e¢ome from Cer-
aldton the scheme is not quite so good.

Mr. Willcoek: The question is, do we get
our money back?

The PREMIER: T have taken 1,400 men,
principally working men and these who have
been in the State some little time, and given
them a chance. They arc working well and
T helieve will make good. Some people say,
‘“Go on importing your foodstuffs from the
East.’” Here, at the end of 93 yvears of de-
velopment in this State, we are bhuring two
million pounds worth of foodstuffx annually
from the Eastern States,

Mr, Lutey: There is bo_ necessity fo go
on doing that.

The PREMIER: People are asking if
they can continne to find this sum  in
cash each wear. s the Jand of this
State to lic idle while the lands in
the Eastern States prodnee all this stuff?
Is it any wonder that in Vietoria
taxation is lcss than it is here, when
that State is living upon the people in this

And provided his own sus-
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country and in all the other States? It we
are content te buy our food from Vietoria,
whilst our own lands, which arc equally as
good as theirs, arve allowed to lie idle, we
ought to say so.

Mr. Willeock: I do not think people do say
that.

The PREMIER: The question is: do peo-
ple oppose the development of our lands
which ean produce all this foodstuff? It will
be difficelt for us to find this edsh every year.
Last year we imported £7,700,000 worth of
foodstuffs and manufactured goods from the
Fastern States. They levy a toll on all thess
goods, and our moeney is going out all the
while. The time has arrived when we should
feedl our own pegple with the stuff we now
buy eclsewhere. We must stop this outgoing
every year, I know the South-West is goed,
and that the people on the groups are work-
ing well. The other day 2 member of another
place said they were earning about 2s. 6d.
@ day. As a farmer, I do not fhink the gen-
tleman who made that remark has worked
as hard as these men are working.

Mr. Teesdale: He never worked in his life.
He has been talking all his life.

The PREMIER: Not only will the South-
West provide the foodstuffs we require, but
provide export eommodities in the shape of
meat, butter, cheese, fruit, cte. 'We can guar-
antee the land, and ean guarantee that the
men on the groups are working. New Zea-
land, a country that proeduces just the things
the South-West will produce, exported in one
year £37,000,000 worth of butter, wmeat,
cheese, bacon and produce of all kind, as
against 714 millions exported from Australia
There i some value in & country like the
Bouth-West. We cannot let it lie idle any
longer. It must be developed and settled.
The people who opposed wheat development,
and must now acknowledge that they were
wrong, are now opposing the settlemnent of
the South-West.

Mr. Marshall: Who are opposing itt

The PREMIER: I will not name them.
The hon. member can read the papers.

Mr. Underwood: Whieh paper, the * Prim-
ary Produeer?’’?

Mr. Marshall: That is not a newspaper.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Read the report of
the primary producers’ conference,

The PREMIER: They are not the only
people opposing it

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are the prineipal
people.

The PREMTER: We shall ke settling Brit-
ish migrants very soon, and during the next
five years shall he using money on which
Wegtorn Australia will pay one-third of the
interest, and the Commonwealth and the
British Government between them the other
two-thirds. This arrangement will apply to
the railway to be bhuilt from Pemberton to
Denmark.  This will he the cheapest money
for land Aevelopment that has ever been
used for that purpose in Western Australia.
The grovp scttlements are under good super-
vigion. The tyre of settler is good, and likely
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to change the face ot that country very
spr iy I there i3 any better method of
deveioping the South-West the Government
will b ghed to hear of it

Horkers' Homes' Board.

I now come to the Workers' Homes Board.
The total amount invested is £505.705, plus
Treasary Lills, ete., £27,321, a fotal of
£3a5,028,  Last year 85 country cottapges
woere efcvtel at a cost of £23,000 and 43 other
cottages at a cost of £20,000.- Next year
there will be available for investment £44,000
from repayments and £25,000 which is now
held as Treasury investments, making a total
of £69,000. Last year we approved the build-
ing of 152 houses, 128 of which were erected.
Wonderfu! results have been achieved by
the Board. Tt is a splendidly managed de-
partment. The amount outstanding from the
investment of this large sum of money is
ahout £1,700 at the end of each month, this
being current interest and repayments.

Mr. Marshall: Who maugurated
scheme?

Mr, Teesdale: It was won at a raffle,

The PREMIER: I know who sugpested it:
I also know who inangurated it and who now
manages it.

Hon. P. Collier: [t is one of the disastrous
things you inherited.

The PREMIER: When my hon. friends
now opposite werc sitting here with the will
of the people, they did this work. We have
not inberited anything. We have had the
work passed on to ws as managers for the
people. The results are not due to the Gov-
ernment at all, The managing board, te-
gether with the sceretary and staff, are to he
credited with the results.

Mr. Marshall: It is a blessing this has no
resemhblance to State trading.

The PREMIER: We can thank heaven for
that. Payments of interest and repayments
of capital have been regnlarly made. Lately
the board have nat ereeted any homes in the
city, and that i, in view of the circumstances,
a good thing. About £25,000 per month is
being spemt on war service homes, which,
with the other work going on in the rity, ab-
sorh all the tradesmen we bave. Moreover,
the erection of buildings is costing altogether
too mmich just now, Tt is not a hit of use
asking a working man to pay interest, re-
pirymuents, rates and taxes on a hownse costing
£600. If we are to (o anything, it should
be something that will be a real help
tn the man. T trust we shall indnee some
of the Incal authorities te allow wooden
hovses to he erected. This will enable work-
ers’ homes to be put wp at reasonable eost.
T do not think any man ecarning £4 or even
£4 10=. per week can afford to pay 30s. per
week for his home. Such a dedurtion from
his wages is altogether too great.

Mr. Marshall: Tf the working men go
far enough out, they can build ahoriginal
mia-miaa.

the
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The PREMIER: [ um very pleased to be
able to rejort the wonderful resuits which
have followed the operations of the hoard.

Tom. P, Collivy; Notwithstanding the good
ise we were whle tu prudiee ty the Cammon-
weulth people, they would not place the work
until they had had the experience.

The PREMIiFR: The soldiers wovld have
Jbeen very much better off if our Workers’
Homes Board had had the bandling of the
war serviee homes scheme,

Hon, W, . Angwin: You might tell us
how stueh the Workers™ Homes Board have
paill to Consnlidated Revenue.

The PREMI1ER: We are lending money
for the crection of workers' homes at 5 and
34 per eent.

Hon., W, (', Angwin: You did that at the
start, when you were paving 334 per cent.
for it.

The PREMIER: The Government paid
six per eent. for money while the board were
feuditg moncy at 3% per cent.

Hon, W. ¢, Angwin: You have buen after
the board’s money.
The PREMIER:

it for them.

We have taken care of

Agriculiure.
Agricultural development is proceeding
very satisfactorily. In a few days the
Minister for Agriculture will tell the

Cummittec all ahout what is bhappening.
Meautime T wish to mention that the esti-
mated avea woder erop this year is 2,773,000
acrcs, as against 2,273,000 acres last year,
or an increase of 300,000 acres. I hope that
increase will be regarded as satisfactory.
T am anxious to raise our wheat production
to A0 million bushels as scon as possible.
We should now realise ‘that wheat produc-
tion does mean the bringing of a great deal
of work iute the State. Tt ix heipful to
all sections of the people. and we cannot
possibly have too much of it. Every acre
of good land in the wheat area shouid he
¢leared and brought under erop as specdily
as possible. The expenditure on agricul-
tural development wiil be fully justified by
increased production. The Department of
Agriculture are mnow, as always, paying
sperial attention to wheat produetion and
the breeding of new wheats, as well as to
the development of our agricultural areas
generally and to the education of a number
of our young men, who will become the
agricultural ecxperts of the future. The
Minister is taking a very keen interest in
the marketing of our produce.

Fruitgrowing.

It is a strange thing that in this State,
which produces so much fruit, so few of the
people pet enough of it. T have thought
that onc-half of the people in Western Aus-
tralia do not get aony fruit at all. How-
ever, the Minister has taken in hand the
question of marketing fruit not only within
the State, but clsewhere as well. T do not
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know how in Ameriea they get rid of their
dried fruit prodaction, Only recently I
noticed that the United States have an
immense and increasing export of currants
and raisins, The member for Kanowna
(Hon. T. Walker) is not here, or probably
he would tell us how they manage to dis-
pose of their raisins. The TUnited States
being a prohibition country, I supposc the
people have found some other use for the
grapes than turning them into wine. Qur
marketing arrangements should be so de-
signed as to get the produce of the people
to the consumer as cheaply as possible. The
Public Works Department have been par-
ticularly active in the building of railways,
roads and bridges, and in providing water
supplics and drainage. I think no man is
mare necessary to the development of a
conntry than is the engineer. It must be
berne in mind, too, that after the work of
development there are other works which
must follow, and which require the serviees
of the engincer and the architect.

Aining Development.

Now I should like to say a few words
ahout mining development. We all acknow-
ledge the great advantage the mining indus-
try has been to this State. It was the first
thing that brought Western Australia into
prominence. It induced a  greal many
people te come to the State. Some or them
have remzined here, setiling in our agricul-
tural areas and eities. Unfortunately many
of those who came in the early days paid
the penalty, T am sorry to say. However,
gold mining has done a great deal for West-
ern Australin, The gold production, which
a few years ago represented an anunal value
of 814 millions sterling, has, I regret to
say, decreased in value to £2,286,325 for
1922, this being the lowest for many years.
For the first six months of 1923 a further
decline was shown, the production for the
half-vear being only £1,016,227. The Gov-
ernment realise the importance of the in-
dustry and realise that it is their duty to
do everything possible to assist in the main-
tenance of the industry at least on its
present level, in the hope of better things
to follow. The trouble now is to keep the
industry just where it is, and not let it slip
back any further.

Goldfields Water Seheme,

The Government have determined to ask
Parliament to agree to a reduction of water
chargos as a meansg towards reducing wining
costs, The ecapital cost of the Goldfields
Water Scheme is £3,432,000, and the sink-
ing fund now amounts to £2,741,000. The
general faxpayer has centributed towards
the scheme a sum of £1,712,556. If the sink.
ing fund were invested at 3% per cent, it
wonld in 1927 amount to £3,032,000, leaving
a total indebtedness against the scheme of
£400,000.

Hon. P, Collier: Thal is without any more
payments.
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The PREMIER: The sinking fund has
been altogether too mueh in respect of
a loan of wlich the greater part was ob-
tained at three per ecnt., only a small por-
tion being at four per ¢ent. I propose to
ask the House to agree that the eapitalisa-
tion shall now be fixed at £600,000, in view
of the stage which will he resched in 1927,
Had the gold mines kept fully going instead
of striking this time of trouble, we should
by 1927 Dbe in a position to reduce very
materially the cost of water. We are pay-
ing interest on the eapital cost of the
scheme, £3,432,000, to-day. We bhave to go
on paying interest on that amount until
1927, On the other hand, if we could by
some means capitalise the Balanee owing,
we should be in a position to assist the gold
mining industry now to the extent that in
ordinary ecircumstances we should be able
to do in 1827. The fact that the sinking
fund was fixed at far too high a rate is
proved by the present position of that fund.
L propose to ask the House to agree to a
reduction of £40,000 per annum on the
waler te be supplicd for mining purposes,
and, in addition, to some reduction in the
cost of water supply to residents of Kal-
pgoorlie, because one cannot continue to
charge the present rate of 7s. per hundred
gallons to the householder if the cost of
water to the mines is reduced. I do not
know that we can give the hounscholder
quite the same reduction, but we ean give
him some relief. I de not propesc to say-
to-night just what the reduced rates for
water will be, but the total assistance to
the goldficlds supplied by the Kalgoorlie
main will be £45,000 for the year—£40,000
to the mines and ahout £5,000 te the house-
holders. [ hope that that will be regarded
as satisfactory and will result in consider-
able advantage to the mining companies.
The companies will not be allowed to put
any of this money into their pockets. They
will have to do solid work for the advant-
ages they are to get. T hope that the result
of the conecssion will be to enable them
to treat lower.grade ores and do some
development work. At any rate, the matter
is one for arrangement. The Goverament have
diseussed the subject to some extent, but
to-night T merely wish to tell hon. members
hew we propnse to make it possible for the
redvetion to be effected straight away, It
ought to he made now, and the industry
onght to be helped in every way possible.

State Baltleries.

We have many State batteries doing exeel-
lent work, and the Government huy from them
the tailings. The Government treat the tail-
ings, and the proceeds, less treatment echarges,
are paid into revenue, Sometimes the Gov-
crnment have held parcels of tailings for
yeurs.  When the gold premium was being
paid-——

Mr. Chesson: The Government have the big
end of the stieck. They do not pay anything
under three pennyweights.
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Mr. Underwood: Why de the Government
hold the tailings for years?

The PREMLER: The proceeding I have
described s not right, The tailings sheuld
bz purchased and kepr in u separate account,
and the procecds of tailings treated should be
puid inte a separate account.

AMr. Underwoed: The money should ke paid
to the man who gets the stone.

The PREMIER: In future this will be
done from a suspense account so that we shall
control the investment from the Treasury, it
i3 really an investment. It will make a differ-
ence to the revenue this year and will put the
matter on o proper feoting. The tailings on
hard to-day cost the revenue nearly £16,000.
These tailings are lying at the State batteries
awaiting treatment. They will be dealt with
in the vourse of time and the proceeds will be
paid inte revenee from which the purchase
price of the tailings eame,

Improved Financial Position.

I haye already informed the Committee that
the fmproved Anancial position is largely duc
to the railways. I believe that with improved
trade and the betfer management that now
obtains in conneetion with the railways, this
result will be obtained. [ am able to tell the
Committec that we expect the dcheit to be de-
ereased this Year to the extent of £298,000,
due largely to the earnings of our public utili-
ties, and prineipally the railways. I hope hon.
members realise that it is all important that
these public utilities shall be made to pay.
They should pay working expenses and in-
terest charges. I hope that with inereased
preduction and trade, we shall be able to re-
duce freight charges. The land adjacent to
the cexisting railways iz being rapidly nn-
proved, espeecialiy in the wheat belt, | hope
the goldficlds will revive and the carnings in
that industry markedly increase. This year
the esiimated deficieney in eanncetion with
the working of the railways is £110,000, as
against a defieiency of £217,725 for the finan-
cial year 1¥22-23°  This shows an estimated
improvement this year ecompared with last
vear of £107,723. This is satisfactory. It re
feets credit on the management. Tn all great
concerns, such as the Railway Department
with iry enormous carnings and encrmous ex-
penditure, it is principally a question of man-
agement and T think the management of the
Railway Department now is quite satisfactory.
The merease in the Eduveation vote this year
is £8.620. This is due to the opening of new
schools. The poliey of land settlement and the
development of the back eountry generally-
iv some extent the opening up of new gold-
fields also afieets the position—make it neces-
sury for the Governmeut lo open new schools,
anl euch extra school means added cost. Tt
is realised 1hat the wealth of the State is
Iargely added to by the wonderful sueress of
the pastoral industry in the North-West, par-
tiealarly by the success of the sheep staticms.
fome hon. members have complained about the
rate of tax we charge on the higher inecomea.
I admit that 4s. 7d. in the® £ iz a high fax,
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but as against that it has to be vrged that we
charge @ very low rental for our pastoral
lands.

Mr. Underwood: The State charges a lot
more than the Federal Government charge for
pasteral Iamils in the Nurthern territory.

The PREMIER: But our lands are worth
a great deal mute! It has toe be admitted,
however, that lease rents are fairly low and it
is beeause of this that the shees men are in
a very satisfactory position. [ should he very
glad indeed to reduce inxation but I do not
yite know how it ean be done. Men having
sheep stations in Western Australia are par-
ticularly fortunate. So mueh is this so that
men with holdings in Lthe Pastern States are
coming to the West to buy siations here, be-
eauge they realize our gheep lands are so valu-
able anl safe, aml constitute a desir-
able form of investment. I am sorry I
cuinet gay the same regarding the eattie sta-
tioms in the North, They are under a cloud
ror the moment and certainly are not having
st geord a time as the sheep men. [ hope their
gool lime will come.

Mr. Underwood: The cattle stations are
doing well in these parts where they have
mnrkets.

The PREMTER: Somce have not got mar-
kets. T have been referring to the cattle sta-
iions in the Wimberleys, where they have no
markets.

Mr. Underwood: Tle cattle stations in the
North-West are all right.

The PREMIER: At the Wyndham Meat
Werks we will treat 25,000 head this year,
hut the price to the squatter is not a
fair ene. Tt will represent far less than
he should receive.

Cotton.

A good deal has been said ahout cotton
arowing. I am glad indecd that it has
proved suceesafn) at Wyndham. There are
one or two growers there and it is ceriain
that cotton can be grown from Wyndham to
Derby, particnlarly in the wetter porfions.
Tt ean be grown satisfactorily at any rate
from Camden Harbour to Wyndham.

Mr. Underwood: We got some this year.
“The PREMJER: We did not get much,
but what we got showed that cotton will
grow there. Four tons of our cotton will be
sent to Fangland for exhibition purposes. I
know that the question whether cotton can
be grown sunecessfully here has been dis-
cussed, but I think it has been solved by the
experiments at Wyndham. The experience
at Derby was not so satisfactory.

Hon. P. Collier: The experument at Wynd-
ham was ecarried out by private enterprise
and the one at Derby by the Government.

The PREMIER: Nat by the Government.

Hon, T, Uollier: But under Government
st ervision. .

The PREMIER: Quite so.

Mr. Underwood: That is againat State
trading !

The PREMTER: The cxperiments carried
out at Wyndham were much hetter.
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Houn., P. Collier: It does not speak well
for the management of the North-West De-
partment.

The PREMILR: Tt speaks well for Wynd-
ham.

Hon, P, Collier: That is so.

More People.

The PREMIER: I want te say a few
words regarding migration. We have had a
lot of discussion on that question. We must
realise that increased npopulation means in-
ereased opportunities for all. We must get
that into our minds. We must realise that
Australia has 3 per eent. of the population
she should have and the development of the
Commonwealth as compared with the possi-
bilitics, is very little indeed. It is less in
Western Australia proportionately than in
any other part of Australin. Population
means work for everyone, and it docs mnot
mean taking work from anyone. [ believe it
means raising everyone to a higher standard
of Jiving; it means the provision of better
markets and better facilities. If we would
only realise how difficnlt it is with our small
population so scattered throughout the State,
to provide those facilities that civilisation
demands that people should have, thean we
would see to it that we secured more people.
It poes without saying that in this State we
have all the elements necessary for the crea-
tion of wealth in abundance for all our needs.
What we require is population. Our Jlands
from the metropolis to Albany, from here to
Geraldton and the goldfields are, for the most
part, idle for want of people. We ecannet
make those lands produce unless we have
more popviation, We cannot create wealth
without population or provide comforts that
the people should have at the varions centres.
There are some people who think that if we
bring more people to Western Australia
there will be less work available. Nothing
of the kind! There will be work for all, so
long as we direet the policy wisely. It has
been said--it was said at Fremantle yester-
day—it is good to have immigration but we
must have careful selection. The migrants
in England are selected carefully. Last year
2,000 people paid their own passages to West-
ern Australia and we brought out about
6,000. They were carefully selceted he our
own people. We must be content with the
Englishman as we find him.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If vou saw some at
Fremantle yesterday, you wonld not say that.

The PREMIER: I cannot see everyome.
The Englishman as 1 saw him at Home is
not a giant but he is a useful worker. Of
eourse, if we can get better men, we should
get them, The faet remains that the selee-
tion is made carefully by our own people who
were sent home for that purpose. [t is said
that we must provide markets and that we
should produce more. Over-populated coun-
tries must buy foodstuffs and raw materiala.
SBurely we can sell to the Old World much of
the foodstuffs, clothing materials, and raw
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materials generally that they require. I have
already pointed out on many occasions that we
buy food that should be produced here. This
is the first time in our Listory when we have
lieen able to bring out migrants without cost
and helped with money for the development
of the country, That means work for all
By the vost of fransport and by the interest
we gshall have s=aved, we will have npearly
£2,000,000 to help in the work of settlement
ani devclopment. 1 camnot understand how
anyone cin objeet to immigration, partiew-
larly if they helieve Australia should remain
a white man’s country.

Mr. J. Thomson: Who objects?

The PREMIER: T believe if Australia is
to be kept white and kept safe, we must bhave
more people. The memher for Claremont
(Mr. J. Thomson} asks whe objects. He does
not object to it. He did wonderful work for
uy in England. He addressed many mectings
and he went to Scetland where he advised
every man and woman to coeme to Western
Australia, He told them that Scotland was
a wonderful country, but Western Australia
was o much better place. He told them there
was no need for them to have a great deal
of agricultural - experience. He told them
they could come to Western Australia from
their trades and from the cities and that
they could make a living here and do well
on the land, e did very great work for
Western Australia. He addressed the mém-
bers of the House of Commons—not in the
House itself bt in one of the Committes
rooms. The member for Clarecmont faced
hostile gatherings. He displayed great
courage in  confronting irate Scotsmen,
who did not want to know anything about
Western Australia. The hon. member knows
hew difficult it is to get migrants.

Mr. Pickering: He has slipped 2 bit since
lie came hack.

The PREMTER: Hon. members have ex-
pressed satisfaction with the arrangements
and T am content to leave it at that. Some
people, including Sir Walter James and Mr,
Lee BSteere, say I should have got better
terms from the Imperial Government. No
one suggested T should get even the terms
I did before T left for London. 1t 13 casy
when one has made a bargain and got a
million pounds, for someone else to say that
T should have =ot two millions. Tt would
have been hetter had these geatlemen made
their sugrestions hefore T left the State. I
certainly heard no suggestion  from them,
However, T did my best for the State while
i TLonden., Tt wng diffienlt for me to get
the Timperial Government to give me the terma
T pot. T helieve they will have te find more
money and send more of the British people
tn the Dominions. Tn Britain they have mil-
lions too many, while in Awpstralia we have
vsst empty spaces. Fngland must fake food
to her population or else take her people to
the food. T hope that if the British Govera-
ment adopt the latter course they will send
their people to Western Australia.
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Fcderation and the State,

[ want to say a few words about the effeer
of Federation npon Western Auwnstralia. A
rormigit axo the Minister for Customs, Mr,
Anstin (‘hnpmau. when delivering a speech at
thi- Cemmervial Travellers’ Club in Melbourns
#aid:—

Au~traliz had 12 superfluous Parliaments,
and, as they would siy in business cireles,
six ditto (iovernor-. He expressed his own
views and not those of his Government.
“In An-talin,”’ said Mr. Chapman, *‘we
have scvea Governors, 14 Parlinments——

1 thought we had seven Parliaments, hut Mr.
Chapman says we have 1i—

— and 730 memhers. No business could

remain solvent on those lines. T have the

greatest respect for our Governors; they

help to kecp alight the lamp of enlture and

to strenpthen the links of Empire, but there

is mo necessity for this kind of thing. We

are ag Dritish ag they ave in Britain.”’
There is in \ustralin one Puarliament, not
seven, too many. I refer to the Federal Par-
NHament, from whieh is emanating the smaller
States wovement,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I see they are start-
ing a eommittee with the object of creating
more Parliaments. On that committee Mr.
Prowse represents this State.

The PREMIER: I cannot think what
possessed Mr. Chapman to make this speech.
While in Melhourne I met him. He is a very
nice man.

Hon. W. {, Angwin: It was to further the
pelicy of unification.

The PREMIER: Yes, all part of the move-
ment for the cntting uwp of Australia into
smaller States. The small States movement
is identical with the umifieation movement.
The Federal Government have very little au-
thority in Australia. They have control of
defence, of health, of the post office, and of
one or two other things. Dut they have an
mnlimited right to tax, and apparently their
great desire is to do far more than they have
already donc in that respect. There is no
rextriction to their power of taxation. Nor
could there be, because the Government con-
trolling defenee, responsible for war, had to
be provided with the right to coliect money
to meet war coste. But it was never intended
that they should exercise their taxation right
exeept for escemtinl purposes, such as war.

Hon. P. Collier: Qur war delt i3 four hun-
dred million, ag against Canada’s war debt
of thrre hendred miliion.

The PREMIER: The Federnl Government
have the right to tax to meet war cests, hat
they are not justified in using that right for
any other purpose. Their resprmsibilities are
as nothing as compared with the responsibili-
ties of the Stutes. Yet Mr. Chapman made
that speech! 1f the peovle of Australia had
understood what Federation meant, they
weuld never have federated. Nothing that
the advocates of Federation said would hap-
pen has happened, while everything they =aid
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would not happen has come to jpass, with the
result that we are in our present pesition to-
day. The Federal Government have no right
tu do wore than carry on the government of
th vountry wniler the Commonwealth Consti-
tution. They have no right to spend their
tfime tyying to cut np the existing States into
smaller States) like so many glorified muni-
cipal couneil- or road beards. Of course,
i they suecesd in setting up new State gov-
vinments in cur North, in our South-West,
umdl away vast at Euela, they will have some
vontrol, Peeanse they will then be able to
dominate the position. At present they have
nn coatrol. The States have 95 per cent. of
the responsibility. We are sovereign States,
and our rights over many things are abso-
lute.  The Commonwealth Government can-
nnt come into this State and own an acre
of territory, except by purchase of the State
Government. They caunot put-a penny into
the ground, build a3 yard of railway, or do
anything clse of the sort. Mr. Chapman’s
speech Yas prompted me to look into thig
question. T find that the war costs, that is the
interest on war loans, pensions and repatria-
tion, ete., for 1923-24 represents £28,439,635,
T find that in 1913-14 the Commonwealth ex.
penditure was £15,458,776, while in 1923-24,
or ten years later, the expenditure, exeluding
war costs, bad risen to £33,456,463. That
£35,000,000 which the Commonwealth Govern-
ment have to spend is clear revenue, and is
not far short of the total clear revenue of all
the States of the Commonweaith put together,
That is revenuce which does not mean earnings
by railways and otlker public utilities; it is
just money received and paid out. It mezns
that during the last ten years the Fedcral
expenditure, apart from war costs, has gone
up by £18,000,000. T ask any hon. member
to say inm what direction Federal activities
are helpful to the people of the Statet We
bave control of this territery of Western
Australia. Every acre of the country is in
the control of the State Government. We
are responsible for the State’s development,
for its railways, for the education of the peo-
ple, the health of the people, and for the
opportunities afforded to individuals. We are
responsible for inereasing the population, for
inerensing production, for all the things that
do anything for the country. And every step
we take adds to the Tederal revenue, withont
charge against the Federal Government. The
firat cup of tea or glass of beer which a new
arvival drinks in Fremantle, pove toll to the
Federal Governnent, but nothing to the State

Government, Tt is a happy position
for the Feder:l Government, becaunsa
the inereased revenue i4  theirs, while
the inereased charges ore ours. It is

trie the Federal Government pay us a per
capita amount of 23s, a speeial grant of
£120,000, and £29,000 interest on fransferred
properties. From these three sources last
vear we received a total amount of £5%3,156,
This vear the cstimated amount is £385,331.
But let us look at taxation. Last year, the
Federal Government collected in this State
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£2,359,443. In taxation they received
£715,224, and in Customs £1,002,452,

Hon, W, €. Angwin: T am not so sure
about the Customs, for a lot of our goods
came from the Eastern States.

The PREMIER: But that was the
amount they collected from Customs in this
State. The goods tranghipped from the East-
ern States to Western Australia paid duty in
the Eastern States. From Exeise, they col-

leeted £372590, and from other sources
£69,177. So, after paying the per capita
amount, and the special grant, totalling

£554,231, they got last year £1,805,712 in
taxation from our people, as against the
£087,558 taxation ecollected by the State Gov-
ermmrent, which, added to the per capita pay-
ment and the speecial grant, gave the State
Government a total of £1,541,789 as against
the £1,805,212 paid to the Federal Treusurer.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You e¢an add to that
a quarter of a million for duty paid n the
Eastern States on goods transhipped to the
West.

The PREMIER: Yes, ihey took that
amount quite apart from Customs dues and
other colleetions on goods transhipped from
the East to Western Australia, Now I ask
hon. members if they think we are getting
all we should from this emermons sum col-
lected each year by the Federal Government,
When Mr. Chapman said there were in Aus-
tralia 12 Parliaments too many—he meant
six—he gught to have said there was one too
many, and that the onc getting all the
money but doing none of the work, TUnder
Federation, three-quarters of the Customs re-
venue was to have come to the States. Tt
aid, when first we federated. Now we get
255, per head of the population. Western
Australin was tn reecive a special grant of
£850,000 per annum, decreasing by £10,000
per annum. It is now dowm to £120,000 for
this year. If there was goeod reason for that
speeial payment of £250,000 ten years ago,
there is an even better reason for it to-day. Mer.,
Bruge, when he was here, said we should get
£100,000 more than we were getting if we ac-
cepted his financial proposals. T uasked for
that £100,000, but I am afraid we are not
likely to get 3t 1n 1911 the Federal Govern-
ment took control of banking and deprived
the Slate of the tax on note issue. In 1912
they opened a =avings hank, and on the 30th
June last the deposits in that bank repre-
sented £2,002,023. Tn 1913, they opened an
ordinary hank and on the 30th June this year
the depoesits in the Western Australian hranch
of that bank represented £1,500,899. The
Commonwealth Bank has loaned this State an
aggregate of £1.733.386. whereas the total
leans hy the Commaonwealth Bank to the Aus-
tralian people represent £31,515,524,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Tn that loan to the
State, have you included municipal and road
bhoard loans?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. W, (", Angwin: Beeause the Com-
monwealth Bank has been very good to the
loeal authoritics.
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The PREMIER: The bank could afford to
be good to them. I am not complaining of
the bank; T am endeavouring to point out
what has happened to us under Federation.

Mr. Munsic: It would have been a bad
job for Australia if we had not had that
lank when war broeke out. The other banks
would have collapsed.

The PREMIER: [ am afraid none of us
is a bigh authority on great financial ques-
tions, such as banking. I do not sce why the
finances of Australia could not have been
carried on without (he Commonwealth Bank.
Tn many ways the effect of the bank has been
good, and I readily admit that the bank was
very well managed by the late Sir Denison
Miller. T do not object to what the bank
has done to help Australia, but I strengly
object to that speech by Mr. Chapman. He
was talking against {this Parliament, amongst
others.

Financial Rglationship—Commonwealth and

States.

A little while ago we held a conference to
congider the fnancial arrangements between
the States and the Commonwealth, Several
proposals were submnitted to us, one being
that we should forego the per capita pay-
ment. Indeed, that was the basis of all the
Commonwealth proposals, the surrender of
the per capita payment which, the Frime
Minigter said, now comes not from Customs,
but from revenue. We contended it was part
of the amount collected through the Customs,
Several proposals were made, one being that
the Federal Government should forego their
right to taxation on incomes under £3,000.
That was not welcomed. The next proposal
was that we should collect from individuals,
and the Tederal Government from com-
panics. None of the proposals was deemed
sutisfactory, and all were abandoned. The
prople of this State got it into their minds
that the Federal Government were going to
surrender “the right to tax incomes up to
£2,000, and that this right had Dbeen handed
exclugively to the States. As a matter of
faet, nothing happened, and so we arc just
where we were, we getting our per capita
payments, and the Commonwealth getting
their taxation.

Mr. Munsic: It would have been a cunning
move on the part of the Federal Government
if they ecould have persuaded you to accept
the proposal.

The PREMIER: Tt did not come to any-
thing. I hope members will see the pcople
understand that we are a sovereign State,
and that we arg charged with the responsi-
bility of government. Nincty-five per cent.
of the responsibilities of government are with
us. We must siand by that position. Any
cneroachment upon our rights should be re-
gisted. The people should be told that we
dre A govereign State and that our power ia as
great as that of the Federal Government gver
the thinga we control.
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Hon. W, C. Angwin: The people have more
power in the Federal Parliament than in the
State Parliament.

The PREMIER: They have no more power.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, they have.

Mr. Munsie: Only a handful of people elect
one of our Houses and that House can nullify
anything we do.

The PREMIER: We are not discussing our
Constitution at present. I am endeavouring
to wmake it ¢lear that we are solely respon-
sible for most of the things that count in
the government of this country.

Hon., W. C. Angwin: But yovn ask us to tell
the people we are a sovereign State, and have
the power. What are we to say when they
tell us we have not the power?

The PREMTIER: Advise them to stick to
the jower we have. The Federal Government
bave certain limited powers, and we have
eertain powers that are unlimited and we
ought to stand by them. We should resist
any attempt te split the couniry into small
States, or to whittle away any power we pos-
sess. We should stand firmly by the position
we occupy as a sovereign State.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: But those people to
whom you refuse political power here have
power to alter the Federal Constitution.

Mr. McCallum: I have not a vote for the
Uprer House. -~

The PREMIER: But probably the hon.
member’s wife has.

Mr. MeCallum: No, she has not.

The PREMIER: I do not know that the
vote for the Upper House is greatly appree-
iated, Leeanse at none of the clections do we
get o very big percentage of polling. A while
ago, of 13,000 ¢lectors on the roll, only 2,500
voted, and the other day a 30 per cent. vote
was recorded.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That wonld justify
wiping out the other House entirely.

The PREMIER: T do net know that the
people are anxious to have a vote for another
place; those who have it certainly do not ex-
ercise it. Let us resent such tacties as those
adopted by a Minister of the Federal Govern-
ment. He has no right to say there are six
Parlinments too many. The good government
of this rountry is our concern and the right
of government is certainly ours.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: I referred to it at a
public meeting in Fremantle last night.

The PREMIER: T am glad to hear it;
these Cornishmen are always to the fore. A
Federal Minister has no right to talk in that
way. The people who pay revenue to the
States do pet value for their money. They
also pay revenue to the Commonwealth, and
I doubt whether they there get value for
their money. T do not wish to say more than
that I was greatly annoyed when I read the
statement. Tt should not have been made.
We agreed to federate for certain definite
purposes and we ask that the Federal Consti-
tation be observed in word and in spirit. We
a2tk no more and we ought to receive no less,

Stocktaling.

1t is very difficult to persuade some people
that our ecountry is as good as it is. It wounld
be a capital idea to have a national stock-
luking, as suggested by the Prime Minister.
Such a step should have a good effect in sil-
encing the croakers and the doubters. It
should demonstrate to them that we have a
mining country great in a wealth oot only
of gold Lut of eopper, lead, tin, manganese,
and a hitndred other things that man requires.
Tt might convinee them that we have great
fimber areas, the largest in the Com-
nionwealth; it might convinee them that
our agricultural possibilities are enor-
mous; it might convinece them that
we  have great scope for intense eculti-
vation, that we have great opportunities
for tropical agriculture and stoek raising, and
that there is great wealth in the waters of
this country. It might convince them that all
these things are to hand for the work of man.
For these reasons, therefore, 1 hope it will be
possible to arrunge for a national stocktak-
ing.

Conclusion.

[ have already said Parliament must decide
wihether there is te be progress or stagnation.
To me there scems to be no middle course. We
have accepted the responsibility of governing
this great, rich territory nnd the guestion is
whether we intend to do our duty by it. We
have doubters and destructive eritics in our
midst, but I question whether there ever was
a Parliament which so whole-heartedly de-
voted itself to the progress and good of the
country, For the past three years every sce-
tion has done its best for the development of
the country. There never was a time when
party interests reecived so little consideration
and when the inlerests of the country gener-
wlly received so mueh consideration, aml my
remarks apply not only to thoze members who
sit with me but also to those who sit opposite,
all of whom liave applied themselves to the
gond of the country as no other Parliament
ever did. We are sufficiently handieapped in
the development and settlement of the country
by high protection, which is the enrse under
which Western Australia is suffering. Protec-
tion may suit the great mauufacturing centres
of Vietoria and New South Wales, but it is
very harmful to this undeveloped State of
Western Australia, where our manufactures
are so foew. We suffer, too, because of our
izolation. When we go Kast and find five mil-
lion people settled in that small castern eorner
ef the Continent, and remember that 2,000
miles away 350,000 people are setfled in the
great western corner of he eontinent, we rte-
alise what isolation means and how neecessary
it is to build up the population of Western
Australin. T visited Sydney and there met a
vreat many peeple. As the represeatative of
this State, I was wonderfully well received,
and was consrcious of a feeling cf good will
and well-wishing towards this State. The peo-
ple there seemed most anxious that Western
Australin  should progress and develop.
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Of course they carry on a considerable trade
with us, but they did show a wonderful ju-
terest in Western Australia. We are better
known in the East than ever we were before.

JMr. Munsie: It is a pity that the Fastern
Press does not take a little more interest in
us.

The PREMILER: In Sydney the Press gave
me splendid notices and ‘ftalked’’ Western
Australia just as mueh as the newspapers of
this State. The Press was wonderfully good,
and Western Australia is better known
and understood than it was befora. People
are coming here frgm the East, bringing their
money here and settling here. They know we
are making progress—progress that I am cer-
tain is solid and will be lasting. I am glad
that this Budget shows a considerable im-
provement upon the Budgets of the iast few
years. The finaneial trouble throngh which
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this State has passed has been due to the war
and the aftermath of war. We have our war
debt in the deficit; there is no escaping that.
The trouble began after war was declared.
When we remember that 40,000 of the 100,000
men, who formed the male population of this
State, enlisted for service and that the State
was deprived of their serviees for years, is it
any wonder that we made little progress dur-
ing the years the great war lasted and for some
years afterwarda? We can find consolation
in the kuoowledge that so far as Parliament
could aid the development of the country, this
Parlinment has done it. I now move the first
item on the Estimates, namely—

Legisiative Council, £1,091.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 8.56 p.m.
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[Return No. 1.]
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE,

Fhe Treasurer's sstimate for the ymr WY
The scboal amount received was .

Or a wotal net over-estimate of
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19221923, COMPARED WITH THE ESTIMATE.

REVENUE.

£
7.260,342

I - 01T

EXFENDITURE.

The Treasurer's estimate for the year was
The aotual amount expended was

Or a net over-estimats of ...

DETATLS.

52,860

7,849,951

. 7.612,856

37,095

REVERUR.

EXPEXDITURE,

HEADS.

Bstimate.

Under-
Estimate.

Over-

Under-
Estimate,

Over-
Estimate.

TAXATION—

Land Tax
Licenses ... .
Income Tax ...
Dividend Duby
Totalisator Tax
Btamp Duty ...
Probate Duty ...
Commonweslth ...

TERRITORIAL, BT0,—
Land Eevenue .
Mhning ...

SPECOIAL AQTS—
Interest ...
Binking Fund
Forests Act
Penslons
Residue ...

DEPARTMENTAL—
Parliameotary
Premler ...
Colonial Treasurer
Minister for Landa
Mjoister for Mlines, Famtn and Pollce
Minister for Eduestion
Minister for Agriculture
Minister for Publc Health
Minister for Justice ..
Colonjal Secretary
Minister for Worka ...
Minister for Worth-West

Residue ...
State Traging Concerns

Pjemo UPILITIBS—
Raflways
Tramways
Blectric Works
Premantle Harbour Trost
Bunbury Harbour Board
State Batter! Seﬂ .
Water Supply and Sewemge
Goldfields Water Supply
Yandanooka Batate

Government Refri
Aborigines Cattle
Realdde (net} ...

rst-lng Worlm ete. (nat)
t.atlon e

£ £
4,988
10,008
12,057
3,453
1851

61,348
3,580
20,003

26,640
1,420

5,019

“o12

53,630

10,083
12,577
1,200
285 o
... 11,523
2,801
1,522
- 1,306
8,513
5,905
2,120

29,084

57,045

. 14,840

. 3,100

1,860
786

03, 005

3,840
52,761

8,155

Totals

210,122

166,272
- [

148,240 111,151
-

Net over-cstimatea

v
£52,860

£37,005
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Return No. 2.}
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REVENUE.
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS FROM 1914-15 To 1922-23 awbp EsTrmaTe FoR 1923-24.
Estl-
Heads. 1014-25. (181514, [1916-17. (1917-18. [1818-19. |1§19-20. (1920-21, [1921-22, [1922-B3. lglg:l;ﬁ;d,
1 -24,
TAXATION=— 3 £ £ £ £ £ ! £ £ £ £
Divilend Duty . 93,018) 103,585 105,554| 109,402 133,002| 144,748 244,066 177,005 189,067 180,000
Stamp Duty - 64,3081 64,8581 07,085 80,719 112,104 173, 543; 177,404] 164,528 173,453 174,000
Land Tax ... . 36,438) 47,711 42,431 03,388 34,182 46, 415 57,791 42,549 76,083 75,000
Income Tax . €0,646] 91,8301 900,067 ,501] 226,560 271,330 34,3201 320,874 500,003| 390,000
‘T'otalisator Tax .. 12,125) 12,4421 14,775 18,713 4" 498] 45,011 57,448| 57,702 64,4111 57,000
Probate Duty - 40,156] 44,284| 40,083 38,710 40 320 121,951 42,408 76,817 45987 60,000
Licenses . 44,288 43,448 40,012 39, 003 40, 325 40,243 41,020{ 41,184 514,654 0,000
Total ... 371,962[ 407,958, 402,337| 440,456, 620,061 844,107} 955,358 881;150| 087,558(1,016,000
DEPARTMENTAL—
Land we . | voe,608 322670 282,223 257,368 300,604| 350,740] 342,382 338,720{ 311,360 307,000
Mining . . 56,935 23, 403 20,647] 19,291 17 643 24,0501 24,108 22,029] 19,88 20,600
Royaol Mint 28,380 29 215 50,616, 30,213 30992 37,318] 23,005 24,446 22,808] 17,600
Timber 43,003 35347 or,a7ol 30,248) 26818 54,0100 70,708 73520 72005 63,350
De%:rt.mental Fees. 334,421 395 540] 431,608 418 537 453,988| 564,934} 750,702 864,548 902,9891132 351
Law Courts 23,140 21,2170 21,279 20,754 10,724| 3,407 25,210] 26,353 £8,600] 29,000
Harbour Dues 36,852| 34,564 37 384] 31,705] 32,930; 36,7001 49,150 46,000] 53,0177 53,100
Commonwealth 631,287| 616,104 594 467! 599,230] 585,668] 598,273 593,834| 583,787 583 186 585 331
Total ... ... [1,450,733(1,478,091/1,445,508(1,410,355)1,468,317(1,060,612|1,888,176]1,080,010(2,084,032(2,238,272
PUBLI) UTILITIES—
Marbour Boards ... 115,730] 102,234 87,355| 85,168 106,287 157,687] 185,470| 173,188 188,223| 178,000
Rallways 2 049,’?62 2, 008 304{1,378,434]1 828 £53(1,878,753|2,275,426(2,088,011|2,805,335|2, 836 370:3,025,000
Tromwoys . ,0 3,946 125,714 141 480 134,058| 187,700 225,000] 248,924 36 275,000
HBatteries . 39 5620 70,014 01,200 69,355 57,870] 49,007 09,407 57463 56691 41,0
Avondale, Hnr\'ey.
and  Yondanooks
Patates ... 17,545 28,279, 26,075 20,346 19,526 14,865 12,020, 7,643 4,643 2,334
Water Supply and
Seweroge cfc. ... 404,501| 414,580] 404,737 379,025 371,015 301,583] 402,354] 400,151 416,833 424,000
State Dairy Farm,. ,108] 2,700, 2,024 2,576 3,476 2,844 3,2501 2,514 a a
M ngembing Works
15,088] 20,377 30,6561| 27,542| 28,728] 32,138 35,735 40,615 48,918 40,550
GnveHouse, ete. ... 10,414 8,053 6,463 8,457 11,076] 13,884 14,482 13,576] 14,500
Electrie Works 10,0071 32,580 47,164/ 62,072] 056,350 119,120) 128,638] 143,000
Butter Factories ... 15, 71 19 189] 18,7171 27,548 17,756 17,187 7,000
Total ... 2,7508,013|2,805,848(2,835,750(2,010,050(2,075,130(3,174,0873,758,680|3,893,201 (4,000,147]4,160,434
TRADING CONCERNE—
Ferries o 5,385 5,609
Hotels 28,511 27,051 .
Steamships 101,919] 158,187
State ]elsh Supply e 4,800{ 19,555
Saw Mill 303,118] 230,818
Shlpmenb of Nor 99,417 | 137,666] 172,843) 175,605 187,342] 152,047 135,755 127,585
West Cottle .. 26,835
Brickworks N a1 10,220 ¢
Quarrles 10,306] 11,101
Meat Stalls 29,275 30,272 ‘
Implement Works... 78,718 88,453
'
Total ... 558,1177 005,081 03,417' 137,086 172,343 175,005 187,342) 152,047} 135,735 127,585 - .
GRAND TOTAL ... ]5,140,7256,356,978(4,577,007 4,022,536'4,944,851 5,863,50116,780,565/6,907,107 7,207,492{7,542,291

a In¢luded in Dep

artmental,
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Return No. 3.]
STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE FROM 1913-16 TOQ 1922-23,. AND ESTIMATE
FOR 1923-24,
Head, 1915-16. ] 1916-17. | 1017~18, | 191310 | 1920-20, m&o—m.lj 190122 | 109523, Tetimate
£ £ & £ | g £ £ g £
pecial Acts 1,821,159 ;1,010,901 E,012,927 2,112,108 2,232,109 (2,416,506 |2,044,600 12,702,793 (8,000,128
lis Excollency the Governor 1,540 2004 ! 1,649 1,807 1,985 2,843 2,227 2,108 2,278
a&linm&xh:&’u and Exocn- 12,108 12,320 . 11,597 0,520 19,111 11,380 11,423 12,258 11,877
ve Coun H
‘remisr . 1,32¢ L4881 1,744 1,706 | all,540 | 024,044 | 18385 | 15522 | 10,333
‘reasury i 11,808 12,567 | 11,150 0,046 12,627 11,067 14,000 14,977 11,545
adlg . 8,200 8,847 | 8,948 9,023 10,337 11,547 12,618 11,701 12 208
‘ompassionate Allo 3,002 8,700 4,982 4,167 6,425 8,400 4,084 2,509 1,099
fovernment Motor Cars ... 2,600 2,360 1,568 4,450 3,008 2,600 1,702 2,103 2,136
iovernment Savings Bank 21,240 21,752 21,515 22,428 26,474 30,470 31,798 38,150 33,407
iovernment Stores 15,368 | 13,350 | 10,080 | 12,072 | 14,810 | 15,580 | 21,480 | 15878 | 16,238
terary and Scientific ... 9,353 190,597 10,442 8,280 8,750 8,900 9,250 0,250 9,250
ondon Agency ... 7,033 | 8472 7,571 8210 | 10810 | 12502 | 120321 14100 | 11,744
utIJllc Service Commla- 1,706 1,853 | 1,555 1,102 1,623 3,408 2,653 2,701 2,647
sloner
‘axation 14,305 17,861 18,001 21,040 25,404 38,872 14,488 15,200 13,473
Yorkers' Homes ... 4,554 3,556 1,312 3,230 3,515 4,048 6,047 | 11,368 | 12,567
Iiscellaneous and Rel'unds 47,784 | 590,203 48,717 47,838 75,210 77 873 | 117,156 | 104,220 43,144
Iilnaal,cal.lsxplosl\ea Geo. | 62604 | oa,008 | 60,030 | 57,302 | 630057 | 780851 | 67,010 | 67,817 | 64,336
og ebe.
"orests .. 8,565 10,088 ' 11,220 10,873 12,962 16,120 16,4310 15,246 15,281
smands and Sur\e a 45,585 46,280 1 10,326 14,708 59,818 80,182 { 108,182 | 101,056 96,440
;nujcl 3ettlement for Soidiers . P . 2,860 14,482 11,753 13,207 13,198 10,100
gricalture
!i:,l;blts and \’en'mm 46,275 57,600 i 54,438 62,455 88,410 65,963 58,973 50,383 80,056
lg;lcllll.;uml Bunk and 1. A 30,736 22,341 38,394 41,130 52,224 55,134 41,016 68,804 72,196
oo
irown Law and Branches 74,527 | 68,615 | 690,507 | 50,080 ; 71,760 | 87,180 | 78,077 | 70,810 | 86,126
iducation ... 317,850 | 334,132 | 353,703 | 366,054 | 414, 330 400,160 | B556,026 | 563,183 | 571,502
JMoe of Coloniai Secref,nry 36,252 31,189 32,297 27,322 7,035 e37,718 | ¢34,814 | 32,277 | 32,151
iborigines . 8,449 9,710 9,422 12, 647 4,134 10,423 10,244 4,108 4,815
Sharities nnd Shat,a (..hl.ldren 87,545 86,575 88,411 00,483 113,352 88,281 03,663 95,626 93,607
fisherles ... 4,100 4,4 4,726 6,277 0,438 7,146 6,377 5,789 5,682
3aols 22’95 1 920,765 | 200120 | 21,506 | 25,701 | 28884 | 26.088] 24022 | 23302
H%rbour and I.I'ght and 23,758 26 247 27,087 19,357 21,085 22,479 22,073 20,468 20,726
eltios
Lithographic 3,262 5,742 4,718 4,885 ¢ ¢ [ [
Luaacy 50,107 62,770 60,533 64,578 80 146 87,422 88,840 87,847 88,864
i[edlcul und Hea]th 118,898 | 131,087 | 120,022 | 155,673 2[0 868 | 107,840 7 180,993 | 181,277 | 170,313
Police . 126,600 | 120,560 [ 130,508 132 157 | 164,087 | 174,829 | 178,005 | 175, 332 176,489
Printin, 16,037 | 14484 | 30,085 | 32216 | 54,740 | 78,888 | 71,881 | 68,270 | 66,434
Public %\'urlﬁs 80,505 107,161 08,702 | 104,015 116,438 123,088 93,587 76,042 81,557
De{mrtment. of l.he horth- 27 2,042 20,030 22,007
Group Settiement - = 8,040
Total Depsrtmental... [1,380,081 1,470,558 (1,440,324 (1,186,892 1,808,201 (2,012,320 (2,049,278 [2,026,554 (2,031,104
PyBLIO UTILITIES, _
Rallways ... ... , 11,515,613 |1,455,878 [1,45¢,650 (1,572,167 (2,006,828 (2,427,075 {2,387,301 (2,210,851 (2,285,000
Tramwayg ... R . 1,244 0,571 | 104,931 | 107,705 | 144,028 | 108,204 | 202,005 | 207,542 | 218,000
State Batteries 71,830 83,307 71,842 59 574 81,552 68,221 64,3801 72,149 44,000
Water Supply 231172 | 248,208 | 220,112 | 227.232 | 245067 | 234,495 | 281,848 | 275,447 | 276,406
Yandanookn 33,022 26,771 8,281 10,041 8,342 4,561 2,311 94 s
Refrigerating Works, otc. 15780 | 2364 | 10,078 { 10,689 [ 20,505 ( 24,288 | 27,707 | 24,067 | 26,577
A\;gildnle oand Harvey Es- 4,519 3,708 3,7 3,376 1, 853 1,461 1,671 1,584 1,721
es
Tourists .. | mesr| w2m 8,415 8,476 | 10085 [ 18,115 0 ns176 | 13,8410 12,000
Aborigines Cnt.t.le Station. . 4,426 4,662 5,010 5,210 8,079 1,814 2,030 10,560 7,638
Electricfty Supply 8,254 20,486 28,247 43,010 | 88,088 95,784 01,657 99,000
State Dalry Farm 3,152 3,141 2,776 3,066 ,864 4,338 3,930 g ['4
Butter Pactories .., 16,506 20,537 18,620 26,503 15,073 16,433 16,000
Trading Conterns . 8,44
Tolai, Public UtHitles |1,975,724 |1,056,544 (1,984,415 (2,084,415 |2,5686,388 (3,145,178 33,050,815 2,025,025 12,037,311
TRADING CONOBRNS.
State Steamers ... 139,592 . e - . .
State Brickworks ... 9,927 1,430 " - -
State Implement Works . 150,875 . .
State Quarries ... 8,834 . 1,450 -
State Sawmills 231,562 . . . . . "
State Hotels . 26,407 . - . ~
State Fish Supplies 14,702 .. . . .
State Meat Stalls . 26,215 '300 '
Sb(i}pm:nt. of Nor-West 34,489 ! . .-
agile i :
5,774,408 |5,338,001 15,428,235 :5,663,729 16,628'783 7,574,058 7,753,702 (7,744,372 7,077,543
Less Rebates, ete. ... 80,297 51,237 90,938 66,364 95,068 97,767 114,460 | 131,516 137,279
Totai ... 5,705,201 [5,276,784 5,325,270 5,506,865 (6,531,725 17,476,201 ‘7,639,!42 i?,ﬂ!2,355 7,340,273

a Includes transler from Mlscellaneous.

of e.
and Labour Bureay.
and L'ublicity.

b Includes £45,071 for Jos ou operations Royal Commission Controt
Dnmigration, Messengers’ Exchange, and Obeervatory,

¢ lncludes Registey, Friendly Societes,

d Increase in rebates £3,00i.

¢ Included in Lunacy.

g [ncluded under Printing.

/ lacludes Tourist
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[ Reiurn Ne. 4.

STATEMENT SHOWING SPECIAL EXPENDITURE AND REDUCED R.EVENUE NOT
FORESEEN WHEN ESTIMATES WERE PRESENTED, YEAR 1922-23

Increased QOther Loss
Department. Salary or Special of Remarks.
Wage. Expenditure| Revenue.
£ £ £
Mines 3,500 Appeal Board decisions,
1,500 Inereased contribution 1o Mine
Workers’ Relief Fund.
Liceneing ... 61,344 Amendments to Act.
Medical 52,651 Hogpital Bill not passed.
Lands 26,640 | Effect of reappraizsement, ote.
Total ... 56,151 1,500 87,086 .

[Return No. 5.]

STATEMEFT SHOWING ANNUAL SURPLUSES AND DEFICIENCIES OF CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND, ALSO ANNUAL AGGREGATE FOR THE FINANCIAL YEARS
1800-01 TO 1922-23,

Annual. Aggregate.
Year. Revenue. | Exponditure.
Surplus, Deficiency. Surplus. Deficiency.
t
£ £ £ £ £ £
Balance, 30th
June, 1900 ... 12,372
1900-01 .| 3,078,033 3,165,244 87,211 74,839
1901-02 3,688,049 3,490,026 198,023 123,184
190203 3,630,238 3,521,763 108,475 231,659
1903-04 3,550,016 3,698,311 e 148,295 83,364
190405 3,615,340 3,745,225 129,885 46,621
1905-06 3,558,939 3,632,318 73,379 119,900
190607 . | 3,401,354 3,490,183 . 88,820 208,729
190708 3,376,641 3,479,006 vee 2,365 e 211,004
1908-09 3,267,014 3,368,551 e 101,537 e 312,63
1909-1910 3,657,670 3,447,731 209,939 102,69
1910-1911 .., 3,850,439 3,734,448 115,991 - 13,299 .
1911-1912 ... 3,960,673 4,101,082 134,409 121,110 -
1912-1913 ... 4,596,659 4,787,064 e 190,405 e 311,515
1913-1914 ... 5,205,343 5,340,754 e 135,411 - 446,926
1914-1816 ... | 5140725 | 5,706,541 . 565,816 1,012,742
1915-1916 ... | 5,356,978 5,705,201 348,223 - 1,360,965
101619017 ... | 4,577,007 5,276,764 699,757 e 2,060,722
1917-1918 ... | 4,622,636 | 5,328,279 705,743 2,766,465
1918-1919 ... | 4,944,851 5,596,866 652,015 3,418,480
1919-1920 ... 5,863,501 6,531,725 668,225 4,086,703
1920-1921 ... 6,789,565 7,476,291 686,726 4,773,430
1921-1922 .., 6,907,107 7,639,242 732,135 5,505,565
1922-1923 ... 7,207,492 7,612,856 405,364 5,910,929




[Return No. 6.]

SYNOPSIS AND BALANCE SHEET AT
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471

30re JUNE, 1923, AND PREVIOUS YEARS.

J— 1020, 19021, 1028, 1023
o £ & d £ s g w4 £ ed
H.
Westminster Bank, Lid. 461,200 14 3| 1,805000 O O 735000 0 O
Commonwealth Government 27,037 4 9 118,600 0 0
Bioklng Fund ... ... 0,846,128 1 5! 77426802 011 8,356,062 65 91 8744358 0 &
General Loan Fond ... 580,132 12 3 60,167 14 © | 2,230,318 10 0 740,675 0 11
Australlap Wheat Board 400,000 0 0 400,000 0 0
Government Savings Baok .. 5797019 4 8| 65018475 4 3| 5801447 5 6| 695.,38217 9
Insuranes Companies Act, Depo-lta 220,000 0 0 245000 0 O 260,000 G O 2065000 0 0
Trust and Deposit Aceounu
generally 3,038,320 8 10| 2,457,005 11 6| 2478858 6 0| 2050,12216 9
£16,052,410 1 5 | £19,565,367 17 11 | £10,646,286 7 3 | £18,705,534 4 10
Cz,
Tnvestmenta v e we ] 12,510,000 6 4| 14642912 5 4| 15266834 3 2| 15774801 2 1
Btores on hand .. 551,762 18 11 792,007 3 0 932,140 15 10 , o1
Treasurery’ Advanee. and other _
c ﬂvamud - 65422 7 I] 6524871 0 5 453,772 B @ 204,048 7 6
a5 —
Trean ryn 4507 6 5 5888 6 2 10,085 16 4
Wheat Certificates ... 164,118 13 2 41,085 5 &
General Account . 688,501 18 2 351,080 18 7 303077 6 § 478,860 8 @
Oovernment Savings Bank Acconnt 860,819 18 2 154,770 9 11 141,410 3 8§ 126,016 14 5
Fixed Deposits with Bunk - 10,000 ¢ ©
Bastern States ... 74,189 13 11 70,320 0 10 400,818 8 6 143,585 19 10
London ... 376,345 16 2 10,655 15 2 83,3954 18 8 5,857 15 9
Eemittances and Diufts In transii 48,371 8 10 5075 8 2
Consolidated Revenus Fund ... 68,224 12 7 686,725 11 4] 1,418,860 6 4| 824224 5 ©
Deficlency Account . 810,827 0 10 | 1,279,051 18 § 421 363 7 6 201,383 7 6
Sundry Debtors, ete, 3,038 16 1 97,890 4 0
£16,052,410 1 5 | £18,665,867 17 11 | £19,646,286 7 3 | £19,795,53¢ 4 10
o Includes £101,500 tamporarily. advanced for redemption of Debentures and Treasury Bonda,
[Return No. 7.]
STATEMENT SHOWING RECEIPTS FROM COMMONWEALTH FROM
1909-10 TO 1922-23.
Payment Special . | Lntercst on
Year. per Head, Payment Transferred Total.
254 to W.A Properties at
: e 34 per cent.
1 )
! £ £ £ [ £
190910 L 703,723a . Nil | 703,723
1e10-11 ... .. o 569,578a Nil ! 569,578
1911-12 365,614 232,265 40,648 638,527
i912-13 382,501 222,554 30,4656 635,610
1913-14 ol 400,855 212,751 27,368 ! 640,964
1914-15 L 403,772 203,127 24,388 631,287
1915-16 I 398,076 193,644 24,485 616,105
1916-17 - 386,008 183,974 24485 594,467
1817-18 | 386,779 174,350 38,110 - 599,239
1918-19 . e 391,809 164,696 29,163 | 585,668
1819-20 . I 414,068 154,937 29,268 ! 598,273
1920-21 419,448 145,287 20,099 593,834
1921-22 .., . 418,966 135,738 29,063 | 583,767
1922-23 * 428,193 126,038 28,955 E 683,186
Totels ... .. .. | £6,069480 2,149,261 355,487 | 8,574,228
| 1

@ Surplus Revenue returned.
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[(Return No. 8.]

LOAN AUTHORISATIONS AND FLOTATIONS.

Authorisations to 30th June, 1922 (a.d]usbed) e oes
Dao. 1922-23 e -

Total Authorisations

Flotations—
General Loans
Local Debentures e
L.ocal Inscribed Stock
Treasury Bills

Treasury Bonds and Inscribed Stock under Deﬁclency Acts

Commonwealth Advances
Balance available for Flotation

Actual Loan Indebledness—

Gross Debt on 30th June, 1922

Flotation during year—
Treasury Bonds .
Local Treasury Bills o
Inscribed Stock (Local) . .
Commonwealth Advances, Soldlera Settlemcnt
Inscribed Stock, London ...

Lesa Redemptions—
Bonds Loans, 1878, 18814
Commonwca.lth Advances, Soldxcrs Set.tlement
Treasury Bonds ...
Local Inseribed Stock
Treasury Bills

Less—
Sinking Fund {as on 31st March)

Net Indebtedness, 30th June, 1923

Net Publlc Debt per head of Population on 30th June, 1923
do.

do. do, 1922
Do. do. do. de. 1921
Do. do. do. do. 1920
Da. do. do. do. 1919
Do. do, do. do. 1918
Do. do. do. do, 1917
Do. - do. do. do. 3916
Do. do. do. do. 1915
Do. do. do. do. 1914
Do. do. do. do. 1913

£
.. 51,156,968

e . 3,888,464

61,044,432

.. 36,578,253
.. 12928110
. 0,942,903
.. 5,446,320
3,884,310
5,198,782

59,278,678

1,765,754

. 54,859,778

214,410
41,425
528,406

.. 780,000
w. 8,000,000

10,900
2,806
8,260

964,128

51,080

59,624,018

1,038,164
58,485,854

8,781,051

49,704,803

—
=S DM O =D

— et
B N = = S N ]
——

* Nore.—Compared with the previous year, £2 16s. 11d. of the increase is due to an adjustment

in the figures of the population at the Census.



[28 AucGusT, 1923.] 473
[Return Ro. 8.]
LOAN FLOTATIONS, DEBT AND EXPENDITURE ON 30rm JUNE, 1923.
1
Actual
Works and Services. Flotations. Indchtedness| Actus! Cazh
; on Works. epent.
£ £ £
Railways and Tramways (mcludmg Electric Power Station) } 21,560,033 | 21,069,786 | 19,970,356
Harbours and Rivers ... . v e .. 4,686,213 4,591,712 4,143,634
Goldtields Water Scheme s 2,903,078 2,876,182 2,689,824
Water Supply Generally 2,028,309 2,023,693 1,731,828
Sewernge . 1,278,195 1,277,273 1,189,336
Erection of Stabc Bat-tenes cmd Treal.ment. Pla.nts 328,335 328,059 304,205
Development of Goldtields ... 1,768,986 1,743,560 1,625,246
Development of Agriculture ... 3,885,616 3,859,631 3,347,503
Agricultural Group Scttlement 575,959 575,959 506,803
Assistance to Settlers . 1,819,950 1,819,950 1,872,000
Agricultural Bank 2,487,182 2,487,182 1,952,542
Telegrapha e vas 276,721 222,503 260,308
Roads and Bridges ... . 606,785 578,019 459,468
Public Buildinga 1,021,944 1,012,010 917,319
Immigration ... . 63,752 63,752 b 56,392
Workers’ .Homes—\\’orkmg Ca.p;tal 553,244 553,244 525,500
State Hotels - 78,223 78,223 71,506
State Steamships 500,171 500,171 478,630
State Saw Mills . 258,968 258,968 238,764
State Implement Works 149,716 149,716 135,771
South Perth Ferries 24,447 24,447 12,967
State Milk Supply .. 4,500 4,590 4,496
State Brickyards . 42,620 42,620 30,242
State -Quarries ... . . 19,500 19,500 16,450
State Fish Supply 3,286 3,286 | 3,162
Crawley and Dalkeli.h Estatcs, Abongmes Stahons. S.woy
House, Purchase of Land at Nedlands, and Purchase
of House for Residence of Agent General 123,761 123,761 103,502
Stores and Stock Suspense Accounts 120,629 121,629 115,000
Miscellancons ... 186,723 186,638 88,802
Wyndham Freezing Works (Workmg Capltu.l) 376,615 376,615 286,013
Figheries - . 12,208 12,208 11,507
Land Sentlement for Soldlera 5,481,519 5,449,757 5,700,802
53,228,368 | 52,435,544 | 48,859,178
Redemptions 792,824
Cost of Raising ¢ 2,168,301
Loan Proceeds wbsbandmg - ¢ 1,191,000
Unexpended Balance ... 1,011,889
53,228,368 ( 53,228,368 | 53,228,368

a Includes £717,877, expended at Wyndham Freezing Works.

6 An additional amount of

£364,427 was e'cpended upon Agricultural Immigration from Development of Agriculbure,
¢ Estlmated pending final advice of London, £3,000,000 issue.

RECONCILIATION WITH FUBLIC DEBT {RETURN No. 8).

Indebtedness as above ...

Local Inscribed Stock, issued under Agncultuml
for conversion of Mortgage Bonds

Issnes under Treasury Bonds Deficiency Act’

lssne- under Insurance Companies Act, 1918

Comnisnweanlth Advances unallocated

Gross P'uhlic Deht

Bank Act,

£
52,435,544

1,566,000
3,884,310
265,000
35,000

58,485,854



[Return No. 10.]

LOAN EXPENDITURE FOR 1922-1023 COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS YEARS.

Tndertakings. 1022-1923.] 1821-22, | 1020-21. | 1919-20. ‘ 1018-19, 1 1517-18. I 1916-17, | 1915-18. | 1814-15. | 1018-14. | 1912-13, | 1811-12.
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
Rollways, Including Land Resumptlons 519,657 823,206 | 145,724 76,786 164,720 181,304 246,004 | 350,855 520,344 | 1,080,010 § 1,400,002 | 1,520;200
Tramways—Perth Electrle 72,057 95,835 84,419 27,473 7,239 3,073 20,445 ,528 A 18,02 497,389
Electric Fower Station 87,761 184,345 13,783 17,800 25,386 23,508 01,033 43,170 141,865 89,048
Fremantle Harbour Works 42,708 49,009 40,089 61,855 40,3456 42,440 49,004 53,704 | 108,055 86,142 77,379 45,813
Fremantle Dock aund Slhp 14 1,201 A4 11,330 80,842
Harbours ond Rivers ﬁencrally 77,41 42,632 72,245 50,322 23,603 42,485 72,854 65,510 58,014 21,860 61,760 49,100
Sewem% —Pert.h and Fremantle 47,19 21,348 10,436 15,167 11,059 47,268 120,473 149,582 160,831 93,572
Water 163,867 196,231 194,17 49,115 46,636 ,080 85,426 118,275 127,669 161,528 234,184 81,417
Dev elopment of Goldfields 64,018 43,630 43,90 82,581 18,162 10,001 19,82 19,142 263 50,069 76,143 92,845
State Smelter, Ravensthorpe 78,007 80,000
Development ‘of Agriculture 1,550,887y [ 11,042,600 |01,000,739 [b2,000,670 | d 442,740 166,083 180,483 165,727 79,271 166,762 165,492 | 363,400
Asglstance to Settlera 400, y ’ 5,45 80,000 478,170 199 390 602,110
Immigration .- 11,209 27 12,024 5,205 1,887 1,147 2,352 4,840 16,005 54,218 83,447 96,805
Steamships 8,658 | 200,000 10,000 14,591 . . 400 | 141,005 . .807 | 100,000
Workers' Homca Worhlng Cnpit.al - . 97,500 278,000 150,000
Saw Milla 98,863 . 214 511 29,000 120,416 43,681
State Hotels 3,108 6,858 5,056 2,767 1,703 117 589 10,000 0,646 17,001 17,580
Agricultural Bank—worklng ‘Capltai 206,410 18,516 151,825 118,285 73,048 26,000 03,185 172,335 271,012 506,088 259 803
Agricultural lmplcmenl.s \\'orlss 80,020 16,772 | * ... “ 1,282 4,0 18,436 43,070
Brickynrds ... 141 705 1,326 1,185 20 847 507 13,710 1,121
Forries . 5,074 2, 4,003
Smw Fish Supply 131 3,031
Publlc Bulldings . 18,880 44,440 24,003 10,802 21,570 17,538 23,350 40,861 81,004 44,100 38,090 91,707
Roads and Bridges . 84,381 12,560 82,121 14,719 4,231 | - 2473 2 557 8,15 ,024 8,167 37,818 28,106
Perth-Fremantle Rond Relnatutemenh “ 20 830 7,663 21,108
Purchase of Plant and Stock (Suspense Account-) 10,000 . 60,000 . . 55,000
Fremantle Road and Railway Bridge ... 19 70 108 2,482 4,822 1,582
Sundrics 13,8024 9,710 7,841 3,088 2,262 1,728 2,878 2,718 5,225 17,652 8,881 12,121
Wyndhnm Frcezlng Worka-—Worklng Cnpltul 14 86,000 100,000 100,000 . .
Flsherios v 32 5,870 5,004 o
Urgeat Mmor Works tllroughout the North-Weat 2,970 e
Totals s | 8,289,200 | 2,454,025 [¢2,580,404 {c2,003,320 | 1,049,736 | 1,054,178 | 855,183 | 1,584,642 | 2,621,608 | 2,919,010 | 3,400,218 | 2,300,552
a Includes Land Settlement for Soldlers, £283,316. b Includes Land Settlement for Soldiers, £1,047,772, ¢ Exclusive of Loan Suspense DPxpendlture, £83,063. d Ingludes
Land Settlement for Soldiers, £1,527,064. ¢ Exclugive of Losn Suspense Expendit.ure. 5.30 107, ! Includes Land Settlemeat lor Soldlesy, £683,014, udes Lond

Settlement for Soldters £058,132 and Agrlcultura.l Group Settlement £606,802.

h Includes Loons to Local Authorlties for erection of Country Huspltals, ete., 58,

% Inel

i
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PUBLIC DEBT AND SINKING FUNDS.

Loan. Sinking Fund.
Remarka.
Year Amount. | Maturity. Rate | 4 ccumulation
) i Ty * |per cent. "
LOANS CARRYING SINK-
wv¢ Foxps.
Imseribed Stock.
£ £ a d
1899-1915... 998,353 1934 1 714,612 13 3 | Controlled by Crown Agenta
Stock issued for conversion of
1896 1,500,000 1935 1 641,776 2 1 Debentures.
1897-1900... 3,500,000 1935 1 1,319,231 15 3
1897 1,100,000 1936 14 | -801,181 ¢ ¢ | G.S.R. Purchase.
1896 2,500,000 1927 3 2,480,761 9 1 | Coolgardic Water S8cheme Loan.
1800-1902... 680,000 1935 1 202,127 13 10
1902-19%05. .. 2,600,000 1935 1 714,800 17 10
180'7-1008... 2,000,000 1947 1 367,065 8 6
1809 1,445,000 1955 4 101,497 1 2
1910 1,342,000 1955 3 86,606 & 8
1911 1,650,000 1955 3 169063 3 6 ) Issued for redemption on
£1,876,000 etock; balance
1912 1,000,600 1960 3 51,269 11 6 taken from Sinking Fund.
1912-1914... 6,000,000 1962 41 244717 210
1916 140,000 1936 3 36,607 10 0 | Sinking Fund represents pre-
’ mjums paid on Assumnce
Paolicy for redemption of prin-
cipal amount of 5 per cent.
Stock issued for purchase of
M.S. * Kangaroo.”
1822 014,798 1940 i 6,683 15 3 | Tssued for redemption of Loeal
Stock ; £172,407 was taken
1923 502,500 1985 + N from the Sinking Fund.
Local Inscribed Stock.
1904 322,470 1924 13
1911 1,922,305 1026 $
1612 528,908 1932 +
1913 867,965 1934 3
1915 78,185 1935 1
1913 309,130 1033 1
1914 1,566,000 | 1964 } (83686 3 5
1922 " 16,340 1938 H
Debentures.
1904 246,100 1924 1
1921 116,710 1024 4 - Issued for redemption of portion
of Debentures matured lsb
1022 306,345 1933 0 January, 192i.
1918 697,000 1927 4 £139,839 was issued for roedemp-
tion of Local Ingeribed Stock.
1872-1888... 41,900 1 6010 2 6 | Redeemable by Annusl Draw.
ings; Controlled by Crown
34,892,000 Agenty.
Bavaxce or Dupr )
Various 23,593,845 , Various Consisting of Local Inscribed
——— |  Stock (£845,192), Debentures
Total Debt | 568,485,854 { Accrued | Sinking | 8,781,050 19 5 {£168,300), Insgribed Stock,
Fund London (£8,082,703), Issues
under the Treasury Bonds De-
ficiency Acta (£3,884,310), for
Previous which Sinking Funds have not
year's totals | 34,959,778 8,370,159 17 9 commenced, Treasury Billa
—_— (£5,446,320) which carry no
Increase on Sinking Funds, and Cemmon-
vear ... | 3,526,076 |- 410,881 1 8 wealth Advances (£5,167,020).
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[Return No. 11)—continued.

a Congisting of— £
Treasury Bonds v 214410
Commonwealth Advances Soldlers Set.t.lement .. 780,000
Local Stock, 5% per cent. .. 306,345
Local Stock, 6} per cent. ... v 170,000
Looal Stock, 44 per cent. .., 52,060
Inscribed Stock, London ... w. 3,000,000
Treasury Bills 41,425

4,564,240

Legs— £
Treasury Bonds, redeemed .., 8,260
Tebentures, London, redeemed 10,960
Commonwealth Advancea—

Soldiers’ Settlement, redesmed 2,898
Treasury Bills ... v 51,980
Local 4 per cent. Stoek ... 964,128
——— 1,088,164
3,626,076

{Refurn No. 12.)
SINKING FUNDS AND INVESTMENTS.

ANALYSIS OF FUND. ' £
Contributions from Revenue ., -, 5,815,888
Interest on Investmenta 2,829,062
Discounts on Purchases, less Brokerage and Expenses .. ... .. .. .. 1020028
9,664,970
Less utilised for Redemptions 883,928
Total of Fund, 31st March ... ... £8,781,051
INVESTMENTS.
Maturit«y.: Rate. Nominal Value.
£ 8. d.
(1935 ... ... | 3 per cent. 1,347,275 8 9
1936 ... .o | 3 per cent. 434,185 12 2
1927 ... v« | 3 per cent. 814,215 1 7
1035 v | 3% per cent. 1,320,625 12 3
Wostern Australion | 1927-1947 ... | 3% per cent. 458,747 8 ¢
Stoeks -{ 1935-1955 v | 3% per cent., 944,805 17 10
1940-1960 ... | 33 per cent, 87,165 1% 7
1842-1952 ... | 4 per cent. 992,850 156 7
1930-1940 «o | 5% per cent. 445,106 16 17
1930-1940 .. | 6 per cent, 251,600 0 0O
| 1935-1945 .. | & per cent. 207,990 5 9
Western Australian
Debentures ... 1939 .. ... | 4% per cent, 8295 0 O
Total ... £7,312,863 18 1
Other Stocks—Crown Agent’s Investments 683,661 12 5
National War Bonds, 5 per cent., 1927 ... 582,951 0 10
War Gratuity Bonds, 5} per cent. . . 145,131 10 1
Payments on Assurance I’olncy towards rcdcrnptlon £1=L0 000 36,607 10 0
Cash e - s 19,745 8 0
Total Sinking Fund £8,781,050 19 5
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[Return No. 13.)
SINKING FUND AND DEFICIT.

Interest and |
. Discount . Increase in Deficit
Year. Conteibu- | (joss Broker- [ , cotal | Redomp | Vgjpping on
tons. "age and : 10N8. Fund. Year.
Expenses).
£ £ £ £ £ £
1911-12 245,274 136,148 381,422 7,500 373,022 134,400
1812-13 244,555 153,756 398,311 7,700 390,611 190,404
1913-14 250,100 140,558 290,658 7,900 382,758 135,411
1914-15 258,792 126,193 384,985 8,200 376,785 565,817
1915-16 265,457 206,842 | 472,299 12,755 459,544 348,223
1916-17 v 280,883 239,445 520,328 7,600 512,728 699,757
1917-18 306,782 237,405 044,187 9,300 534,887 705,743
1918-19° 319,101 257,457 576,558 8,400 568,158 652,014
191920 - ... 319,602 386,628 706,320 12,200 694,120 668,225
1920-21 342,277 460,761 803,038 10,300 792,738 686,725
1921-22 322,130 416,066 738,196 9,600 728,506 732,135
1922-23 242,319 351,879 594,198 183,307 410,301 405,364
Totals ... | £3,397,362 3,113,138 6,510,500 284,762 6,225,738 5,924,227

@ The Actual Deficit on 30th June, 1923, was £5,910,029, the difference being due to a credit
balance of £13,298 at the commencement of the period included in the return. & Includea £21,375
by Trading Concerns.

{Return No. 14. )
ESTIMATED CASH POSITION OF PUBLIC UTILITIES FOR YEAR ENDING

1923-24,
Estimoated 1023-1924. Balance.
Items.
Receipts. Payments, Dr. Cr.
£ £ £ £

Avondale and Buckland Estates ... 2,134 1,721 413
Bunbury Harbour Board ... 17,000 17,000
Fremantle Harbour Trust ... 161,000 161,000
State Batteries 41,050 44,000 2,950
Albany Cold Stores ... 200 200
Aboriginea Cattle Station ... 5,000 7,638 T 2,638
Government Refrigerating Works 5,150 6,438 1,288
Kalgoorlie Abattoirs . “ee 4,200 3,431 769
Metropolitan Abatt.o:rs, cte. 24,000 15,590 8,410
Perth City Market ... 2,000 1,118 882
Yandanooka Estate ... 200 200
Butter Factories 17,000 16,000 1,000
Cave House, ete. 14,500 12,909 1,591
Railways v ver e v | 3,025,000 2,235,000 790,000
Tmmwsys 275,000 218,000 57,000
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage 210,000 116,777 83,223
Goldficlds Water Supply ... - 182,000 131,892 50,108
Otber Hydraulic Undertnkmgs 32,000 27,797 . 4,203
Etectricity Supply ... . 143,000 99,000 44 000

Total ... e | 4,160,434 2,937,311

Net Surplus ... 1,223,123

[19]
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[Return No. 15.]

| ASSEMBLY.)

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC UTILITIES FOR YEAR 1922-23.

Capital Worki Tnterest Sinki © Total De.
- Cost. | Expensés. | Charges. | Pand () | Coss. |Revenue Surplus.| oot
£ £ £ ' £ £ . £ £
Railways ... .o | 19,160,202 2,210,851 768,244 125,000 | 3,104,005 | 2,B88,370 217,725
Trmmways ... £50,945 207,512 40,419 3,500 251,461 | 263,068 12,207
Electricity ... 754,921 91,657 26,475 2,300 120,332 | 128,937 8,605
Meh{opoli.t.nn ‘Water Sup. 2,426,376 114,678 81,688 | 16,202 212,538 | 204,935 7,608
pl¥
Goldfiells Water Supply 3,056,926 131,381 79,223 | 6,059 216,663 182_,]09 34,554
Other Hydraulic Under.- 397,984 29,388 19,248 i 7,805 56,441 29,589 26,852
talkings . ! _
All Ot.;her 3,172,006 128,079 121,359 ! 30,000 280,438 | 304,539 15,101 -
29,815,380 2,923,476 1,136,606 i 100,886 | 4,250,968 | 4,000,147 230,821
{a) Estimaled only.
[Return No. 16.)
RETURN RELATING TO RAILWAYS,
—_— 1917-18. | 1918-19. | 1919-20. | 1920-21. | 192122, | 1922-23,
miles, " | miles. miles, miles, miles, miles.
Number of miles open 3,491 3,639 3,539 3,539 3,539 3,665
£ £ £ £ £ £
Capital Cost of Cor_l- Loan ... (18,914,106 {17,147,931 |17,211,9%7 |17,318,344 |18,0/3,088 (18,297,240
struction and
Equipment  of
Lines open Revenue | 846,460 | 848,010 1 850,377 | 851,636 | 862,515 | 862,962
Working Expenses ... o | 1,454,650 | 1,672,107 | 2,009,823 | 2,427,075 | 2,337,391 | 2,210,851
Interest Charges 654,059 663,100 690,618 716,398 756,737 768,244
Total Annual Cost ... | 2,108,709 | 2,237,207 | 2,700,441 | 3,143,473 | 3,004,128 | 2,979,095
Gross Revenue ... | 1,828,853 | 1,878,753 | 2,275,426 | 2,688,611 | 2,805,335 | 2,886,370
Deficiency debited to Con.
golidated Revenue being
burden on Taxpayers 279,856 358,454 | 425,015 | 454,862 288,793 92,725

These figures do not inctude Sinking Fund.



{258 Avecust, 1923.) 479
[Return No. 17.]
RETURN RELATING TO TRAMWAYS.
|
—_— 1017-18. | 1918-19. | 1619-20. | 1920-21. | 1821-22. | 1922-23.
: |
£ £ £ £ £ £
Cap:tnl Cost of Construction
and Equipment 586,900 592,361 619,874 654,047 779,081 | ' 850,965
Working Expenses ... 104,931 107,705 144,028 198,264 202,996 207,542
Interest Charges .., 27,274 27,007 28,223 29,767 35,524 40,418
Total Annual Cost .., 132,205 134,712 172,261 228,031 238,520 247,961
. Gross Revenue 141,430 134,058 187,709 225,000 248,024 263,668
Surplus 8,275 15,458 10,404 15,707
Deficiency . 654 3,031
These figures do not include Sinking Fund.
{Return No, 18,]
RETURN RELATING TO ELECTRICITY.
—— 1917-18. | 1918-19. | 1918-20. | 1920-21. | 1921-22, | 192223,
£ £ £ £ £ £
Capital Cost of Construction
. and Equipment 393,865 419,308 437,362 456,274 530,997 764,921
Working Expenses ... 20,486 | 28,207 43,018| 83,088 95784 91,557
‘Interest Charges 17,382 18,726 19,643 | 20,644 | 246841 26,476
Total Annaal Cost ... 317,868 47,023 62,661 |° 103,732 120,468 118,032
Gross Revenue 32,580 47,164 62,972 95,350 119,120 128,937
‘Surplus 141 311 10,905
Deficiency ... 5,288 8,382 1,348

These figures do not include Sinking Fund.
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[Return No, 19.]

RETURN RELATING TO METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY, SEWERAGE
AND DRAINAGE.

—_— ] 1917-18. | 1918-19." ! 1919-20. | 1920-21. | 1921-22. | 1922-23,
I £ £ £ £ g

Capital Cost of Construction
and Equipment ... | 1,983,039 | 2,014,762 | 2,054,913 | 2,182,403 | 2,277,802 | 2,426,376
Working Expenscs*... 83,440 84,059 95,090 111,276 | 113,550 114,678
Interest Cha.rges 53,384 56,730 63,633 67,187 74,504 81,638
Sinking Fund 12,379 | 12,031 13,353 14,052 | 15,167 16,222
Total Annual Cost ... 149,203 154,626 172,076 192,495 203,221 212,538
Gross Revenue 152,728 150,065 155,996 | 181,376 194,145 204,935
Surplus 3,525 -
Deficiency ... 4,561 18,080 11,119 9,076 7,603

*Includes Interest and Sinking Fund on debentures, £33,510.

|Return Ne. 20.]
RETURN RELATING TO GOLDFIELDS WATER SUPPLY.

T e— 1917-18. | 1918-19. | 1919-20. | 1920-21. { 1921-22. | 1922-23.

> £ £ £ £ £ £

Capital Cost of Construction

and Equipment ... .. | 3,005,472 | 3,005,464 : 3,013,437 | 3,039,232 | 3,044,178 | 3,056,926
Working Expensesae ... ' ... 104,920 98,476 116,938 130,898 132,502 131,381
Interest Charges ' 97,611 97,685 97,679 99,098 86,448 79,223
Sinking Fund ... .. .| 80236 ~80,200| 80255| B0645| 43448 - 6,050
Total Annual Cost ... 282,767 276,421 204,872 310,641 262,398 216,663
Gross Revenue 200,170 196,974 180,464 195,975 187,122 182,169
Deficiency ... .. .. | 82,507 | 79,447 | 114,408 | 114,666 | 75276 | 34,554

a Includes interest on Debenture Capital.
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[Retarn No. 21.]
RETURN RELATING TO OTHER HYDRAULIC UNDERTAKINGS.
—_— 1917-18. | 1918-19. | 1919-20. | 1920-21. | 1921-22. | 1922-23.
£ £ £ £ E £
apital Cost of Construction
and Equipment 186,182 | 184,413 | 201,505 | 231,500 | 295,837 | 397,984
Vorking Expenses 31,752 30,005 33,939 42,321 31,456 29,388
nterest Charges 7,970 8,044 8,416 10,027 12,509 19,248
inking Fund ... 4,508 4,822 4,798 5,055 5,508 7,805
Total Annual Cost 44,630 42,871 | 47,153 57,403 49,478 56,441
tross Revenue 27,026 24,676 25,126 25,003 24,888 29,589
Jeficiency 17,504 18,205 22027 32,400 24,585 26,852
[Return No. 22.]
RETURN RELATIVE TO OTHER UTILITIES FOR 1922-1923.
. P . Total
Capital | Working | Interest Gross Defi-
Cost, ete. |Expenses.| Charges. Aélons‘;a[ Revenue, Surplus. vicney.
£ £ £ £ £ £ £
Fremantic Harbour Board} 2,118,678 83,387 83,387 | 151,423 68,036
Bunbury Harbour Board 451,234 18,000 16,600 16,800 800
Batteries . 306,186 72,148 13,866 86,014 56,601 29,323
Estates ... 7,978 w577 523 2,200 4,944 2,744
Aborigines Station 25,605 10,580 850 11,410 8,595 2,815
Albany Cool Storus 20,915 937 937 193 T4
Government Refrigerating 5,690 5,287
Works 51,849 1,000 7,706
Perth City Markets 1,016 1,972 447
Metropolitan Abattoirs... 54,010 15,145. 2,608 17,753 23,332 5,570 »
Butter Factories 8,353 16,433 510 16,943 17,187 244
Tourist Resorta 22,174 | 12,200 098 | 13,288 | 13,576 | 288
Kalgoorlie Abattoira 15,124 3,120 480 3,300 4,539 | 739
Total 3,172,006 | 138,081 | 121,359 | 259,438 | 304,530 | 75430 | 33320
\, 4
Net Surplus £45TIUI
Less Estimated Chatge
on account Sinking
Fund ... 30,000

Total Surplis

£i5,101




[Return No. 28.)

RAILWAYS.
STATEMENT sHOWING TONNAGE AND EARNINGS OF GoODS CARRIED.
1918-1918. 10109-1020, 19201021, 1921-1022, 19221028,
Class of Goods. !Percentago Percentage Percentage Percentage ercentage

Tonnage. of Tonnage. of Tonnage. of Tonnage. of Tonunge. ot
Total, Total, Total, Total. Total.
Coal, Coke, and Charcoal ... - 170,013 7-80 216,779 8:68 270,227 10-71 246,227 9-97 214,274 8-48
Ores and other Mlperals ... 242,182 10-52 281,387 11-18 347,448 13-78 322,743 13-08 404,745 1697
Wool .., 21,815 1-30 33,080 1-82 15,836 g2 18,526 0-79 16,134 -84
Hay, Straw, ond Chaft ... 83,245 3-62 114,877 4-56 100,802 3:99 90,462 4-03 111,500 4-40
Wheat - 410,852 17-85 487,009 18:58 299,483 11-87 387,037 14-88 323,390 12-76
Qther Groln und Flour 183,344 7-97 228,005 9-10 128,019 5-07 132,866 5-38 134,233 5-30
Firewood . e 535,282 23-2¢ 429,011 17-05 475,434 18-85 464 781 18-82 430,865 17-38
Local Timber e 208,360 13-01 349,076 13-87 407,345 1672 443,996 17-96 454,138 17:92
Imported Timber ... - 042 -04 2,326 09 4,647 -18 2.2 008 3,769 *15
Frult nnd Garden Produce . 46,828 1-99 50,163 1-89 60,607 2407 54,007 2-1% $#1,836 2-44
Fertilisers ... " - 61,303 267 79,457 318 87,840 3-48 96,081 3-89 112,326 4-43
All other goods - . 221 385 9-88 285,033 10-54 243,659 9-66 220 T47 B9 257 754 10-17
Total ... e —. [ 2,800,300 | 100-00 | 2,615,071 100-00 | 2,621,266 § 100-00 | 2,460,763 100-00 | 2,684,113 10000

F 1918-1010. 1016-1820, 1920-1921. 10211922, 1922-1828.
Clazs of Goods. [Percentage 'Percentage |Percent.age Pemcntuge [Bercentage

Eargings. of Eamnings, of Earnlpgs, of Enrninga, Enrnlngs. of
Total. Total. Total, Tol.al Total.

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
Coal, Coke, and Charcoal ... " 53,366 5-12 70,706 5-52 129,815 8-01 128,895 8-19 114,760 7-02
Ores and other Minerals ... 48,004 4-62 658,880 4-57 87,170 5-78 87,001 5-57 90,203 808
Wool ... - 64,072 5-28 47,476 8-60 41,2060 2-74 47,084 3-03 48,601 2-97
Hay, Straw, nnd C.hnﬁ 49,465 4-76 13 5-36 67,047 4-44 70,815 4-40 78,543 4-87
Wheat .. | 138,948 13-34 173,065 18-48 169,694 11:06 282,264 14-18 188,911 11-58
Other Grain und Floul' .- 76,864 7-28 00,481 7-74 71,607 4:756 77,410 4-92 75,736 4-04
Flrewood . . 66,056 5-38 40,924 3-18 50,272 3-33 50,653 3-21 51,070 3-18
Local Timber - 126,700 12-00 187,432 13-08 210,856 21-18 209,587 10-04 311,044 1810
Imported Timber ... . 13 08 1,108 -0% 2,302 -15 1,735 0-12 2,013 -18
Frult and Garden l’rodlleu 48,074 4:81 62,358 4-07 80,060 4-04 84,031 4-07 74,802 468
Fertilisera ... e 12,501 1-20 18,709 1-58 26,803 1-77 80,405 1-93 94,761 2-18
All other goods . 878,152 86-30 485, 609 87-78 436,160 32'.16 492,422 31-30 551,180 83-74
Tatal ... oo | 1,041,840 100-00 1,286,413 100-00 | 1,608,658 100-00 1,673,301 100-00 1.633,595' 100-00

[xrgmass vl



[Return No. 24.]

TRADE, PRODUCTION, POPULATION, Erc.

1010-11. 1811-12, 1812-18, 1018-14. 1914-16. 1916-18, 1916-17. 1917-18. 1918-19. 1619-20. 1920-21. 1021-22, 1022-23,
Rallway Revenue . £1,858,014  £1,808,570 £2,047,823 Y£2,382,022 9£2,163,700 9£2,217,250 Y£2,004,248 9£1,970,333 1£2,012,811 J£2,463,136 Y£2,018,611 953,054,258 YE£I.150,030
Raflway Milcago ... 2,370 2,608 2,854 2,007 3,332 8,332 3,485 3,401 3,630 3,530 3,530 3,630 3,665
Waol exported ... o £1,047456  £1,009,868 £964,038 £007,363 £817,630 £1,273,183  £1,420,201 £536,810  £1,052,141  £3,037,300 £2,388,110 £3,202,145 £5,242,580
*Whent produced (bushels) 5,807,540 4,358,004 0,108,604 13,331,360 2,024,190 18,286,353 16,103,210 0,203,787 8,845,387 11,222,050 12,248,050 13,004,731 13,867,432
*llay produced (toms) ... 178,801 200,005 255,751 278,585 156,032 305,172 236,080 267,103 250,014 970,025 204,244 308,720 457,371
Gold produced ... ... £6,003780 £5,631,004 £5,403,072 £5478,002 £6,106,732 £4,603208 £4,361,608 £3,024,107  £3,580,050 ¢ £2,087,002 c£2,425852 ¢£2,385,753 ¢ £2.204,267
Timber exportoed ... £032,800  £1,001,503 £005,308  £1,142,280 £808,502 £442,014 £310,083 £274,280 £332,980 £465,734 £1,137,223  £1,040,040 £007,454
Coal produced ... £104,016 £121,109 £150,184 £153,374 £137,675 £140,388 £182,852 £102,248 £219,200 £311,731 £303,424 £404,521 £372,130
Othor Minorals (exportod) £165,277 £150,400 £105,784 £215,810 £189,004 £165,219 £180,124 £275,856 £247,081 £218,067 £100,304 £75,534 a £143,808
tNumber of Bheep 5,168,518 5,411,542 4,508,958 4,421,376 4,456,186 4,803,860 5,520,000 6,354,101 7,183,747 0,007,051  0,632005 6,506,177 8,004,135
{Number of Cattlo 825,040 843,638 806,204 B34,205 883,835 821,048 863,030 927,080 043,847 650,044 840,803 803,108 030,600
tNumbor of Horses 134,114 140,277 147,020 156,630 161,626 183,000 169,730 178,161 180,004 174,010 178,604 180,334 181,160
Aroa of land solected {ncres) 1,022,112 1,073,565 1,408,108 008,851 502,551 308,600 235,640 647,588 811,185 1,409,684 1,728,465 1,024,120 1,830,270
Area of land lensed (ncres) 0,314,310 11,505,445 21,170,087 8,822,488 7.855,084 8,175,504 0,&{5.516 20,388,357 30,671,708 10,178,124 20,354,785 25,641,865 7,605,22
¢ am\?ntoitu:xnnd under cultl- 6,309,832 6,050,028 6,717,220 7,320,538 7,648,768 8,058,874 7,822,649 7,587,820 7,682,718 7,926,619 7,683,272 7,704,242  «B,304,000
®Aren of Innd under crop 855,024 1,072,658 1,100,090 1,537,023 1,867.547 2,180,466 2,004,044 1,679,772 1,605,088 1,628,163 1,804,080 1,001,080 a2,273,736
Tomﬁ:;;e?s‘hlpplng, Tnwarda 2,408,803 2,597,156 2,767,278 3,981,304 2,386,855 2,401,537 2,648,530 1,004,000 2,122,430 2,660,040 2,843,470 8,251,302 a3,160,544
Tonnage Shipplag, Outwards 2,410,078 2,015,052 2,755,600 3,375,282 2,704,822 2,402,875 2,557,080 1,102,296 2,111,804 2,659,302 2,825,680 3,231,388 43,153,737
Exports, including Goll ... £8,177,272 £10,443,570 £8,845,030 £10,416,095 £5,352,140 £8,040,484 £14,083,027 £5,807,336 £10,022,676 £16,008,700 £12,258,630 £13,0628.884 a£10,973,833
Exports, oxclnding Cold ... £3,752,783  £3,300,473 £4,549,12¢  £5,420,064  £3,062,270 £4,705,057 £5,602,006  £3,607,335 £6,927,471 £12,010,862 £10,440,017 £10,047,324 o£8,880,138
Imports ... ... £B450,855 £0,280,722 £0,h08,745 £0,727.473 £8,301,280 £8,083,000 £0,385,010 £7,640,233 £8,023,000 £12,968,331 £14,830,241 £12,037,770 ¢£12,044,048
Bovings Bank's Deposita @ £5,170,345 £3,504,028  £3,716,184  £4,551,872 £3,743,135 £3,640,874 £3,523,851 £3,000,076 £4,415782 £6,045030 £6,142,768 £5,276,218  £5,321,016
Bovings Bank's Withdrawnls ¢ €2,667,377 £3,316,113  £3,084,048 £4,000,884 £3,878,854 £3,828,187 £3,47),050 £3,649,208 14,128,161 £5,038,575 £6,223,806 £5,671,830 £5,380,578
Excesy of Arrivals over De- 11,567 4,060 6,244 3,603 58,148 [ I{,!dﬂ b 12,117 62,811 7,433 8,746 b 1,123 1,623 o 8,020
§ Poll»'ll:llrlfﬁ;f:. 287,746 301,504 313,223 823,047 321,227 312,785 -~ 305,980 807,858 310,207 320,604 833,120 340,020 « 348,808

4 Including Perth Tramways, a Preilmioary flgures Moble to revislon. b Excess of

* Sonmon ended 28th Fobrvary.
e Area cropped, cleared, fallowed, ringbarked, ete.

deeu 1 ped gvor Arrivals,

f Yenr ended 31st December.

§ A8 on 30th June.

d Not including School Savings Bank.

¢ Exclusive of premlum realised on export sales.

[-easl ‘asnony gzl

o



